THE BATTLE OF PRESTONPANS (1745) HERITAGE TRUST

MINUTES OF THE 67/15 MEETING OF THE TRUSTEES HELD ON THURSAY 22nd JANUARY 2015 at 6 pm at THE PRESTOUNGRANGE GOTHENBURG, 227-229 HIGH STREET, PRESTONPANS 
PRESENT:




Gareth Bryn-Jones 
Chairman



Herbert Coutts



Arran Johnston



Gordon Prestoungrange



Avril Wills

APOLOGIES:




Richard Mackenzie



Baron of Dolphinstoun


Pauline Jaffray


Pat O’Brien



John Curtis

  Sharon Dabell


Sylvia Burgess  Secretary


1
MINUTES of 66/14 Meeting of the Trustees held on 27th November 2014 had 

     been circulated by the Secretary and were certified correct.
2
FUTURE RELATIONSHIPS WITH HISTORIC SCOTLAND

01
That both the Battle Trust and the nascent Scottish Battlefields Trust will necessarily require a formal relationship with Historic Scotland and that Gordon Prestoungrange should write to the Cabinet Secretary and CEO at Historic Scotland to identify how best to proceed to this end, including determination of status as a ‘statutory consultee’. 

02
Agreed to follow up on the as yet unfulfilled undertakings given at Longmore House on July 17th 2014 to look into the trade distribution block on sales of the Trust’s publications at sites across Scotland. 

03
To seek a private meeting with Mike Russell MSP now he has resigned as Cabinet Secretary for Education to explore future developments and seek guidance.
3
PROGRESS WITH ELC @ PRESTONGRANGE MUSEUM


.01
That good news was arriving at last and that Planning Consent in Principle had now been received from ELC in respect of the proposed Pavilion and that Gareth Bryn-Jones would now move matters forward so that the Campaign to Raise £2 million can commence.


 02
That the Consent was subject to an archaeological evaluation and did not include use of the BathHouse which was integral to future plans.

03
That a meeting with Tom Shearer, Myra Galloway and Kate Maynard is appropriate to ensure that the ‘gestalt’ Vision for the Prestongrange Museum is itself carried forward and Gordon Prestoungrange would seek to arrange this.

`
.04
That Darren Barker be invited to the next meeting of the Trustees

4
 RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE COASTAL REGENERATION ALLIANCE


.01
That the CRA is being kept informed of all activities by the Trust and is making a contribution to the regular Campaign column each week in the East Lothian News.

.02
That the CRA’s Petition in December 2014 to the Holyrood Parliament is bring forward much needed information which suggests more careful consideration will be given in the coming year to the Energy Park, but there has been no further development in respect of InchCape’s SubStation on the battle site. 

.03
That the Minister for Energy had confirmed to the Petitions Committee that an ‘Energy Park’ at Cockenzie was not in the National Plan.
5
BLINDWELLS & ELC’s MAIN ISSUES REPORT


.01
That although contact had not yet been established it was most important that the Trust developed a working relationship with Hargreaves as plans move forward at Blindwells including encouraging the proposal that it might be better known as Charlestoun. Gordon Prestoungrange should seek a meeting with the developers as soon as may be feasible.


.02
That Gareth Bryn-Jones was preparing a Response from the Trust in consultation with the CRA on all relevant aspects of the Main Issues Report – not least on the suggestions that the Museum might see ‘light industrial development’ and the battle site ‘mixed development’. Potential housing development around Bankton House should also be addressed in the context of maintaining a green belt between Prestonpans/ Tranent/ Wallyford / Dolphingstone.
6
SCOTTISH BATTLEFIELDS TRUST

.01
Confirmed that the Scottish Battlefields Trust had now been formally incorporated, limited by Guarantee of £10 up front + £1 on any liquidation per Member, with permission sought and granted to use the word ‘Scottish’ in its title. 

.02
That Gareth Bryn-Jones, Herbert Coutts, Arran Johnston and Avril Wills have all joined as Members in addition to the two signatory Trustees, Sylvia Burgess and Gordon Prestoungrange and the Guarantees of 6 x £10 = £60 paid will be banked as soon as the relevant account is active.

.03
That since it was cognisant of our Objectives, the Battle Trust should continue to give administrative support and make a loan of £500 interest free repayable by after 24 months unless mutually agreed otherwise. 

.04
That the Battle Trust will reconvene the 4th Biennial Symposium at which the Accord was signed in parallel with the 1st EGM and will circulate Agendas for both to take place on from 10/ 12 noon on Wednesday March 4th at a venue to be determined by the SBT’s Acting Director.

.04
That it was important that as many Members and additional Trustees as possible be nominated for election at the forthcoming EGM to demonstrate that the SBT is not solely concerned with Culloden and Prestonpans where protests have been most articulate recently.

.05
Expressed deep regret and concern at the recent extensive storm damage at Culloden Visitor Centre and wished the NTS and Friends there well in ensuring its early restoration.

7
MAKING RE-ENACTMENTS SELF-FINANCING & EXPLORING AN EAST LOTHIAN THREE ‘SEPTEMBER’ BATTLES CYCLE

.01
Agreed to ask East Lothian Council once again for a Grant in support of the annual re-enactments for 2015 after the well appreciated support in 2014. 

.02
Agreed plans must now be made early in 2015 to identify possible ‘commercial’ parties to join with the Trust to make it self-supporting from 2015 onwards.


.03
Agreed the proposal from Arran Johnston that with effect from 2016 a September cycle of three different venues might be introduced at Dunbar [2016], Prestonpans [2017] and Pinkie [2018], and that this proposal should be tabled at the Scottish Battlefields Trust EGM.

.04
That the Alan Brecks’ including the Edinburgh City Guard will be continuing a full range of localized re-enactments and living history displays across Scotland and accepting once again Captain Burdet’s Challenge [biennial] to ascend Arthur’s Seat in less than 15 minutes.

8
BATTLE BING / BANKTON DOOCOT & VIRIDOR APPLICATION:


 .01
  That Gordon Prestoungrange in consultation with Barker Langham had prepared and submitted a formal application with 3 quotations for each aspect and Letters of Support from Prestonpans & Port Seton/ Cockenzie Community Councils,  to  Viridor as agreed [Minute 66/14/8]. A decision will be received early in February. 

.02
That a donation of £4,000 had been received to cover Barker Langham’s necessary services and expenses to prepare the application.

9
SCHOOL VISITS/ BATTLE GAME BOARD

.01
Arran Johnston reported that School Visits were proceeding with support from East Lothian Council but that the models for the Battle Game board have still not been returned to The Prestoungrange Gothenburg.

.02
That efforts should be redoubled to trace Gordon Veitch and the models which were Trust property. The Game table was now stored at Johnnie Cope’s Baggage Train on Mid-Road Estate. 
10
TAPESTRY TOUR SCHEDULE AND FRIENDS GROUP

.01
AJ reported that a Friends of the Tapestries Workshop would be held on January 24th with some 40 Stitchers expected to attend; as  managed by Sharon Beck both for the Battle and the Diaspora Tapestries. Good support has been forthcoming. 

.02
That the assembled Friends would see the launch of the new title jointly with Prestoungrange Arts Festival, The Art of Narrative Tapestry, by Rosemary Farmer and Maggie Ferguson, which draws on images from both tapestries. 

.03
That the Battle Tapestry will be exhibited for two months from January 27th at New Lanark Mills; and arrangements are progressing for the exhibition at Walton on Thames in the autumn.

.04
The Friends were able to view he full portfolio of the Trust’s paintings by Andrew Hillhouse, Kate Hunter and Ronald Elliot, all now on display in the Thomas Nelson Suite.
11
ASSET REGISTER



.01 
AJ confirmed that the asset register had been completed and would be tabled at the next meeting of the Trustees in early March. Stocks f the Official Guide were still more than adequate despite the loss from water damage three years ago. 


.02
That Andrew Hilhouse is creating a new artwork of the battlefield after the Victory as the wounded were recovered and the dead buried. 
12
INSTALLATION OF TABLES ON FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE:



.02
That no response had been received from the Company Secretary at Scottish Power to the letter seeking a long lease with an option to buy for the entire area south of their current Power Station footprint for its return to agriculture as in 1745, and the erection of the Memorial tables in the Field of Remembrance. 
.03
Should such a lease/option not be achievable in the short term,   the Trust should nonetheless proceed with the erection of the two Tables at an alternative accessible battle site location.

13
ANNUAL REPORT & ACCOUNTS TO OCTOBER 31st 2014

.01
Received the final version of the annual accounts and the Trustees’ Report for 2013/ 2014 as approved at the 8th AGM of Trust Members on November 27th 2014 which have now been submitted to Companies House and OSCR.
14
ANY OTHER BUSINESS



.01 
Collection Boxes:  AJ confirmed that the collection boxes would be available just as soon as time permitted.

.02
Walker’s Leaflet:  AJ confirmed that the Walker’s Leaflets were still being finalised from the drafts available both for Prestonpans and for the Battles of East Lothian.

.03
Transport Boxing for the Prestonpans Tapestry: That new custom built cartons for the transportation of the Prestonpans Tapestry had been ordered and were expected for delivery by end February.  

.04
Alan Breck Annual Supper & AGM, on November 29th 2014 was well attended and Colonel in Chief Martin Margulies met old and new members of the Regiment. 

.05
Exhibition of the Andrew Hillhouse Collection together with Kate Hunter’s Portraits and Ronnie Elliott’s Breakfast is now graced with brass plaques explaining each painting but the  formal catalogue of them is still awaited all will be produced early in 2015. 

.06
That the Elucidation of the Objects of the Trust had been adopted by the Members at the 8th AGM and after Confirmation of the Special Resolution by this meeting of the Trustees would be notified to the Registrar of Companies by due process. 

 .07
Continuation of actions for the Gaelic language will be achieved by the use of Gaelic on the new signage atop the bing but also through the introduction of Gaelic Language classes for the Alan Brecks and other interested parties. An application will shortly be made to Bord na Gaidhlig for support for tuition.


.08
That Dr David McClean, Baron of Preston & Prestonpans had agreed to join the Committee of High Patronage.

15 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
          .01
The next Trust Meeting 68/15 will be held at 6pm on Thursday
March 5th 2015 at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg or earlier on    the call of the chair. 

          .02
That the EGM of the Members and Trustees of the Scottish 

Battlefields Trust would be held on Wednesday March 4th 2015 from 


10 am/ 12.30 pm in Edinburgh. 

  . 
