THE BATTLE OF PRESTONPANS (1745) HERITAGE TRUST

MINUTES OF THE 65/14 MEETING OF THE TRUSTEES HELD ON THURSAY 23rd OCTOBER 2014 at 6 pm at THE PRESTOUNGRANGE GOTHENBURG, 227-229 HIGH STREET, PRESTONPANS 
PRESENT:




Herbert Coutts
-
Vice Chair in the Chair


Sharon Dabell



Arran Johnston



Gordon Prestoungrange
APOLOGIES:



Gareth Bryn Jones




Peter MacKenzie



Richard Mackenzie



Lady Prestoungrange



Baron of Dolphinstoun



Pat O’Brien



John Curtis



Sylvia Burgess


1
MINUTES of 64/14 Meeting of the Trustees held on 17th September 2014 had 

      been issued to the Secretary and copies will shortly be tabled.

2
FUTURE RELATIONSHIPS WITH HISTORIC SCOTLAND:

01
That the putative collaboration with Historic Scotland re the 4th Biennial Symposium should not be proceeded with.

02
That the FoI request re Historic Scotland’s withdrawal of its original Significant Objection to the SubStation Proposal by InchCape Offshore had revealed that the withdrawal had occurred after two un-minuted meetings between case Staff at Historic Scotland and InchCape the content of which it was deemed not in the public interest to disclose.

03
That the permitted Appeal to the CEO Ian Walford had elicited an unacceptable response dated October 20th 2014 indicating that their eventual conclusion had been set out in their communication to East Lothian Council. 

04
That Ian Walford had also declined to offer any comment on the Trust’s plans to create a Field of Remembrance at the location which InchCape wish to develop. A response to Ian Walford will be sent requesting details of the ‘government policies’ that his Case Staff claim to have conformed when withdrawing their Significant Objection to the SubStation after the two un-minuted meetings with InchCape. 

05
Concluded by the Trustees that Historic Scotland as a Government Quango was institutionally unable to ‘protect’ let alone enhance the nation’s battlefields and that an alternative institutional framework was required; and that the Trust should take the initiative with battlefield groups from across the nation to establish such an independent institution that must become a statutory consultee howsoever.   

06
Reported that Historic Scotland had not followed up as had been agreed at the last ‘Mike Russell’ meeting at Longmore House on July 17th 2014: [i] to look into the trade distribution block on sales of the Trust’s publications at sites across Scotland. And [ii] to ask Cabinet Secretary Fiona Hyslop to write to East Lothian Council on the lack of progress for the Living History and Tapestry Pavilion at Prestongrange Museum.  
3
PROGRESS WITH ELC @ PRESTONGRANGE MUSEUM:


.01
There had been no further progress in the negotiations with ELC but Myra Galloway had agreed to work with ELC colleagues to find a suitable date for a LockIn meeting which would finally resolve whether or not the Trust can proceed under a partnership Agreement that provides a suitable lease on the BathHouse at the Museum site and the scope for building the new Tapestry Pavilion there.

 02
Reported that the Chairman had, in order to further clarify some of the broad concerns raised concerning the Planning status of the Prestongrange site, lodged an Application for Planning Permission in Principle.

4
BATTLE BING / BANKTON DOOCOT & VIRIDOR APPLICATION:


.01
The Trustees agreed to work with Darren Barker of Barker Langham to submit a proposal to Viridor by early 2015 for funding to pursue interest in the management and development of all aspects of the routes from Cockenzie to Gardiner’s Obelisk and Bankton Doocot and House, and the interior interpretation of the Doocot in the manner of Athelstaneford, under appropriate leases as necessary and now agreed upon. 


 02
That designs were being finalised for the bi-lingual Interpretation Boards at the top of the bing with part funding from Bord na Gaidhlig although it had to proceed in the name of ELC. 


03
That the Gaelic/ English street signage also funded by Bord na Gaidhlig was now in place and well received. 
5
EXPRESSION OF ‘RIGGONHEAD’ OPINION RE BLINDWELLS:

.01
That the Trust should as possible enter into discussions with Hargreaves in respect of their plans now made public for consultation notwithstanding the confusion implicit in Scottish Enterprise Energy Park plans. 
6
SCHOOL VISITS/ BATTLE GAME BOARD:

.01
AJ reported that the Battle Game board was now back at the Goth, where it is being stored pending moving to Johnnie Cope’s Baggage Train. AJ reported that the buildings and troops had not yet been returned by Gordon Veitch and he would get back in touch with him to ensure their return.  It was agreed that, once the whole model was returned, AJ should seek assistance from local gaming groups to ensure the repair and refurbishment of the game prior to its next use.


.02
AJ confirmed that he was continuing to complete school visits, albeit on a reduced scale from what had been possible in previous years.  He hoped that at least one member of the Alan Breck Regiment might be able to contribute in future alongside himself.

7
2014 ANNIVERSARY RE-ENACTMENTS:

01
That because of the Scottish Independence Referendum on September 18th ancillary activities had been well less than in 2013 but the weekend previous 13th/ 15th September had seen activities at Prestongrange Museum for young people.


02
The major re-enactments commenced with the Occupation of Prestonpans on 19th followed by Walking the Riggonhead Defile at dawn on 20th . The Encampment and full battle re-enactment was offered on 20th and 21st in fine weather with an excellent turnout of dragoons and artillery for the redcoats.


03
The Prestonpans Tapestry was on display in two parts for two weeks at The Heritage Museum and in the Thomas Nelson Suite at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg. A Battle Real Ale was on sale at The Goth.

04
In association with the Coastal Regeneration Alliance [CRA]  after the conclusion of the re-enactments on Sunday 21st a community ‘hand holding circle’ was formed to testify to everyone’s opposition to the Scottish Enterprise proposal for an Energy Park including Greenhills and the plans to constructs a SubStation on the battlefield from InchCape Offshore. 

8
TAPESTRY TOUR SCHEDULE AND FRIENDS GROUP:

01
AJ reported that Friends of the Tapestries was being managed by Sharon Beck and it is proving up to the challenges. 

02
The exhibition in the Kirk in Perth had proved very successful with the  Oban Exhibition scheduled at the Oban Distillery during Fasanta there on November 1st/ 2nd . A grant of £750 had been requested from Fasanta together with accommodation and subsistence. Dorie Wilkie will also be there independently discussing our tapestry’s creation and its successor in The Great History Tapestry.

9
4th NATIONAL BIENNIAL SYMPOSIUM OCTOBER 24th 2014:
.01
HC & AJ reported that all was well set with participation from divers battlefield groups across the nation and messages of support from the USA and England.

02.
A Battlefields ‘Accord’ had been drafted for the Symposium to consider and it was anticipated that a new independent Scottish Battlefields Trust would be established with the Battle Trust 1745 expected to take the initiative to get it started. 
03
That letters and expressions of support had already been received from the 1745 Association, The Civil War Trust in the USA, the Battlefield Trust in England, Lord Naseby and the Duke of Somerset.
04
Sharon Dabell’s latest novel, A Border Union, will be formally launched and the Battle Trust’s own tartan unveiled as will Andrew Hillhouse’s latest battle scene, Gardiner’s Last Stand.
10
ASSET REGISTER:



.01 
AJ confirmed that the asset register would be completed in time for the next meeting of the Trustees and inclusion in the 2014 Annual Report. 
11
PLANNING APPLICATION FOR FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE:



01`
Confirmed that the Chairman had submitted a Planning Application for 

the creation of a Field of Remembrance at the same location as InchCape is planning its SubStation to include two Remembrance Tables commemorating the Highlanders and the Redcoats who died on September 21st 1745.

02
Agreed that the Chairman should immediately enter into discussions with Scottish Power with a view to taking a lease with an option to purchase on the whole of the battlefield in their ownership, and most especially the area where the Field of Remembrance is planned.
. 

12
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:



.01 
Collection Boxes:  AJ confirmed that the collection boxes would be available just as soon as time permitted.

.02
Walker’s Leaflet:  AJ confirmed that the Walker’s Leaflet was being finalised from the draft available previously.


.03
Transport Boxing for the Prestonpans Tapestry: Agreed that new custom built cartons were urgently required for the transportation of the Prestonpans Tapestry and should be purchased. Dorie Wilkie should also be asked after Oban to reviewed the need for TLC on the tapestry during the winter months. 

.04
Alan Breck Annual Supper & AGM, at which there is much to celebrate, will be held on November 29th at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg when once again the Colonel in Chief Martin Margulies will be present and many new members of the Regiment welcomed for the first time after a year of most encouraging growth.

.05
Flying the Union Flag for one week between the death and birthv dates of King George II will take place weather permitting or by alternative arrangement.


.06
Exhibition of the Andrew Hillhouse Collection together with Kate Hunter’s Portraits and Ronnie Elliott’s Breakfast is planned for the period including the Alan Breck AGM with a formal catalogue of them all; and that brass title plates will be added in te coming months to each..


.07
Memorial Plaque at Bonne Anse Plage in Pornichet/ St Nazaire – GP has lately met with Jean Caevar and Breton colleagues and discussions and correspondence continue with M Le Maire of St Nazaire, a new office holder since the Tapestry was exhibited there, although the prospect thus far is not encouraging.

.08
Proposed Elaboration of the Objects of the Trust were tabled by HC and will be finalised at the next meeting of Trustees and presented to the Members at the 8th AGM on November 27th 
13 
DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS: 
01 The next Trust Meeting 66/14 will be held at 6pm on Thursday November 

27th 2014 at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg followed by the 8th AGM with the

        Report & Accounts for the year ending October 31st 2014. 

02 That the subsequent Trustees Meeting [67/15] will be held on January 

22nd 2015 or earlier on the Call of the Chair.

`
  


