THE BATTLE OF PRESTONPANS (1745) HERITAGE TRUST

MINUTES OF THE 60/14 MEETING OF THE TRUSTEES HELD ON TUESDAY 25th MARCH 2014 at 6.00pm at THE PRESTOUNGRANGE GOTHENBURG, 227-229 HIGH STREET, PRESTONPANS

PRESENT:




Gareth Bryn Jones
-
BPHT Chair



Herbert Coutts
-
BPHT Vice-Chair



Gordon Prestoungrange



Lady Prestoungrange 



Arran Johnston



Sylvia Burgess (Secretary)

ATTENDING:




John Unwin - Guest



Jenny Unwin - Guest

APOLOGIES:




Peter MacKenzie



Baron of Dolphinstoun



Pat O’Brien



Sharon Dabell



John Curtis



Mathew Wills 
-
BPHT Treasurer

1
MINUTES  of 59/14 Meeting of the Trustees held on 28th January were tabled.

2
PROGRESS WITH ELC AT PRESTONGRANGE MUSEUM



.01
Trustees discussed the continued slow speed of negotiations with East Lothian Council.  It was however noted that the Trust’s enquiry to the Council’s Planning Department had resulted in a comprehensive and helpful response from the Planning Officer.  This detailed the several key Planning Policies and Designations, which would be relevant to any application for the development of Prestongrange.  It was noted that the letter set out the opinion that the Green Belt designation was unlikely to be a significant bar to development of the site in the way suggested but again that any proposals would have to be acceptable with regard to their proximity to the Scheduled Monument (the Beam Engine) and Listed Buildings (the Power House and Kiln).


.02
Trustees welcomed the Council’s prompt and fulsome response to its enquiry and it was agreed that, on the basis of the advice given, the Trust should continue to negotiate with the Council over the Partnership project at Prestongrange.  A copy of the Planning Department’s advice had been sent to Myra Galloway and Darren Barker had confirmed that he would pursue the Council’s allocated team to try to re-open negotiations over the release of the Partnership Agreement or at least a preliminary letter of support.

3
2010 PETITION AND BANKTON DOOCOT:


.01
Trustees were encouraged by the Council’s initial response to the suggestion that it might take on the management of the Bankton Doocot exhibition.  AJ reported that Darren Barker had advised that if the display was to be upgraded (it was unanimously agreed that the existing display was no longer serviceable) then the exhibit should be simple but stunning.  DB had advised that development of something innovative and attractive was more likely to attract capital funding support and AJ confirmed that he would seek advice from professional exhibition designers with regard to the form the display might take and to approximate construction and management costs.  Trustees agreed that the Trust should only enter into any agreement over the management of the building once funding had been secured, on the understanding that the exhibition could operate without staffing and under an agreement whereby the Council continued to be responsible for the maintenance and repair of the building fabric.


  .02
Trustees agreed that, in view of the ongoing negotiations with the Council, further pursuit of the 2010 Petition objectives would be put on hold.

4
EXPRESSION OF OPINION RE BLINDWELLS:


.01
Trustees noted the continued improvement in the housing and construction markets and the correspondingly increased likelihood that the Blindwells new town proposals would be advanced.  It was agreed that the Trust should continue to promote its stance of ensuring that the development take adequate regard to the Battle Site, by controlling the form of development immediately adjacent to the Battle Site and by seeking to have the Battle recognised in the names adopted for streets, areas or the whole development.  It was further noted that the there was scope for the development to respect the Battle through the Masterplan process, perhaps adopting a street pattern respecting the Riggonhead Defile or incorporating suitable artworks in the landscape.

5
VISIT BY MINISTER FOR SCOTTISH LANGUAGES:  Dr ALASDAIR ALLAN:


.01
GP reported that the Minister for Learning, Sciences and Scotland’s Languages, Dr Alasdair Allan, had confirmed that he would be visiting the Trust, at The Goth, on the morning of Wednesday 2nd April 2014.  The visit was principally related to the Trust’s interest in ensuring that its output be bilingual in English and Gaelic, in line with the very high Gaelic speaking element in the Jacobite army.  It was noted that the timing was particularly appropriate given the Trust’s wish to have the signage to the Battle Site and Bing corrected and improved, with both English and Gaelic adopted on any new signs.  It was noted that the signage would probably be restricted to the non-trunk roads around the site (not the A1), until the Trust was successful in developing the new Battle Centre.


.02
Trustees agreed that representatives from ELC should also be present at the meeting and noted that a representative of Bord Na Gaidhlig, which had supported the Trust’s translation of the Tapestry cartoon book, would also be present.

6
SCHOOL VISITS/BATTLE GAME BOARD:


.01
AJ reported that he was continuing to meet commitments to local schools, although he was seeking assistance.


.02
AJ reported that he had managed to contact Gordon Veitch and had recovered the Battle Game from him.  He confirmed that the board was being stored at The Goth, pending its refurbishment by local game enthusiasts.

7
ANNIVERSARY RE-ENACTMENTS:


.01
AJ confirmed that the arrangements for the week of activities leading up to the re-enactments on The Greenhills on Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st September 2014 were continuing.  He reported that events would start the weekend before at Prestongrange Heritage Museum.


.02
It was again agreed that AJ should pursue the application for financial support towards the re-enactment weekend from ELC/PCC.


.03
Trustees noted that further enquiries into the insurance implications of the re-enactments were required, with specific regard to Public Liability.  AJ/SB reported that they would pursue the matter for reporting at the next Trustees meeting.

8
TAPESTRY TOUR SCHEDULE AND FRIENDS GROUP


.01
GP reported that there would be an initial meeting of a new Friends of the Battle of Prestonpans Tapestry on the evening of 2nd April 2014.  It was thought that all of those involved in the Tapestry had been invited to attend and it was hoped that the group would help maintain links amongst the stitchers and other volunteers.


.02 
AJ reported that the exhibition at Cockenzie House would be closing on 30th March and while he had not yet received final numbers of visitors the exhibition had appeared to have been relatively well supported, as were most of the events held at the House in its support.  AJ reported that the Alan Breck training day had been a success and had received very positive feedback.

9
2014 – 4th BIENNIAL SYMPOSIUM

.01
HC reported that he and AJ had met with Kevin Munro at HS.  Plans for the Symposium were beginning to take shape and it was agreed that the event should, if possible, be widened out to involve other Battle Site groups or communities with an interest in nearby sites.  Trustees hoped that the event could receive advance publicity through the HS Friends Magazine.

10
ASSET REGISTER:



.01 
AJ reported that the work on the asset register was well advanced, although he was having difficulty accessing all of the book stocks.

11
ALLAN RAMSAY’S PORTRAIT OF THE PRINCE:



.01
There was discussion on the merits of seeking to have the recently re-discovered portrait of Charles Edward Stuart at Gosford House displayed either in East Lothian or Edinburgh.  GJ noted that he was due to meet with the estate factor in early April and would seek to clarify the family’s opinions on the public display of the work.

12
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:



.01 
Alan Breck Regiment:  AJ reported that the group had now developed a squad of naval gunners, to man the cannon, Barbara.  


.02
Tartan:  GP showed Trustees a sample scarf from the Battle of Prestonpans tartan, which had recently been approved by the Scottish Register of Tartans.


.03
Collection Boxes:  It was agreed that AJ should identify and order appropriate collection boxes, specifically for Trust use.


.04
Walker’s Leaflet:  AJ reported that the walker’s leaflet was progressing and was available in draft form.


.05
Cope’s Baggage Train:  AJ reported that he was continuing to pursue options for a larger storage facility.


.06
Forthcoming Meetings:  It was noted that The Goth was no longer open to the public on Tuesday evenings and it was therefore agreed that future meetings could be re-scheduled for alternative evenings.  Future meeting dates were agreed as:


Wednesday April 2nd 2014, 10:15:  Visit by Dr Alasdair Allan MSP;


Wednesday April 2nd 2014, 18:30:  Friends of the Tapestry;


Wednesday April 23rd 2014, 18:00:  61st Trustees meeting;


Thursday May 29th, 18:00:  62nd Trustees meeting;


Thursday June 26th, 18:00:  63rd Trustees meeting;

14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  The next Trust Meeting would be held at 6pm on Wednesday 23rd April 2014. 

