MINUTES of the 04/06 Meeting of The Trustees of the Battle of Prestonpans [1745] Heritage Trust  held in The Panelled Room, Exeter House, Derby on 2nd December 2006
Present:
Much Hon Baron of Prestoungrange [in the Chair]



Gareth Bryn-Jones



Kristine Cunningham



Peter MacKenzie

Lady Prestoungrange
Sylvia Burgess [Secretary]
Apologies:
Much Hon Baron of Dolphinstoun
Pauline Jaffray

Garth Morrison



Provost Pat O’Brien


Mathew Wills of Prestoungrange Yr.

1. Minutes of 03/06 Meeting of The Trustees held at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg, Prestonpans on October

           24th 2006 

Confirmed:
1.1
That they were a correct record.

2. Matters Arising

Trust’s Name without ‘Limited’ & Bankers

Reported:
2.1[a]
[Minute 03/06/2.1]
That formal application to refrain 


from using the word ‘Limited’ in the Trust’s name had now been 



accepted by the Registrar of Companies. 

2.1[b]
That the Secretary was still completing formalities to open bank accounts with the Bank of Scotland, that being the company which supported the Prince in 1745, initially with two signatories, herself and Prestoungrange.
3. Funding to date
Reported:
3.1
That the funding of all activities continues as unsecured 


loan from the Barons Courts of Prestoungrange & Dolphinstoun 


[1998] but the great majority had been benefit-in-kind ‘volunteer’ 


services which continue to be most generously provided.
3.2 That Prince Partners had as agreed [Minute 03/06/3.1]

visited Prestonpans and met with Trustees and Dr Tony Pollard, and are now  preparing an application for Feasibility Funding, the first outline of which will be discussed in London with Prestoungrange on December 13th.
Confirmed:
3.1
That Prince Partners were clear that the Options for

Appraisal were “much more than just a battlefield” and that as

well as Dr Tony Pollard’s interest in the project the contribution 

thus far of Pollack Hammond / Gareth Bryn-Jones must 

be acknowledged.
Reported:
3.3
That following the suggestion from John Brown at the 

Scottish Executive [Minute 03/06/10.3] that a Visitor Assessment Study should be an early commission, his suggestion of Max Gaunt of RGA was being followed through and a meeting has been arranged for early 2007.

Confirmed:
3.2
That the contribution made towards travel and 



accommodation expenses arising for this 4th Trustees’ Meeting 



in Derby and the two wreaths laid had been provided ex gratia 



by Barons Courts [1998] and were not to be set against loan 



funds therefrom. 
4.

RSA January Meeting in Edinburgh 
Reported:
4.1
That the public meeting to be convened in Edinburgh 



following on from the CoffeeHouse challenge was now 



scheduled for January 24th 2007 at the National Trust for 



Scotland, Weymss House which has once again made their 



meeting room available gratis; and the reception will be 



sponsored by Fowler’s Ales.

4.2 Kristine Cunningham is making all arrangements with 

Betta Adams of RSA including additional invitations outwith RSA Fellows.

4.3 That Dr Tony Pollard would offer his comments and 

Gareth Bryn-Jones and Peter MacKenzie will present for the Trustees.

5.          
Presentations in Prestonpans for community leaders and for Supporters registering on the website

Reported:
5.1
That the presentations by Gareth Bryn-Jones and Peter 


Mackenzie on October 26th and 27th to community leaders in 


Prestonpans were well received and well attended.

5.2
That the first Update Review for Registered Online Supporters was convened on November 24th at The Pennypit 

Centre and although sparsely attended had been an important 

opportunity to meet locally based online Supporters face to

face; and will be continued on a quarterly basis to coincide with 

Trustee Meetings.
6.
Website Development  & Virtual Battle Functions
Reported:
6.1
That no further development had taken place for the 



website beyond the addition of a series of important NewsNet 



items.

6.2 David Lumsden of Cushnie, President of the 1745 

Association and Prestonpans indweller had drawn attention to the link to Michael of Albany’s booklet on the Battle and suggested that an alternative be found.

6.3 Through the good offices of the Association’s Chairman, 
Brigadier John MacFarlane, Dr Christopher Duffy the well respected Military Historian had agreed to undertake the role and copy was expected to be received late January 2007; and a notice to this effect would replace the Albany booklet in the interim.


6.4
That the opportunity to create the ‘virtual’ experience of a 



greatly improved Presentation and Interpretation of the Battle in 



1745 was still being explored by Mathew Wills including the 

possibility of using video footage from the 1995 re-enactment 

which is readily available.
7. Campaign Dream  Brochure
Reported: 
7.1
That the Secretary has made plans for the cost effective 



distribution of the 12pp brochure in Prestonpans in the early 



New Year; and Pauline Jaffray has already despatched with 



considerable success as a fold-in to the Winter Issue of East 


Lothian Life as evidenced by new Supporter registrations.
7.2 That attention is being given to distribution at the Royal 

British Legion and other suitable venues.

7.3
That ample copies were being distributed in Derby during the re-enactment weekend.
8. Ministerial & Executive Support voiced in Parliament
Reported:
8.1
That the Oral Question in Parliament to the Minister of Tourism and Culture Patricia Ferguson by John Home-Robertson MSP on November 9th had elicited her public support, and Pat O’Brien has subsequently confirmed that the Minister is ready to make a visit to Prestonpans in the New Year to see what progress is being made.
8.2       That John Home-Robertson is hopeful that a Private 

Member’s Debate might also be arranged in the Parliament on the Battle Campaign.  

9.

Work-in-Progress Momentum & Updates
Reported:
9.1
That the local volunteer group continues its campaign to 


repair the ‘NE’ lion’s two missing feet on the Gardiner 


Memorial and to clean up the obelisk; and the Bankton House 


Residents’ Association has now formally committed to cut the 


grass at the obelisk once a gateway access is available. 

9.2 That the Doocot at Bankton House contains many

artefacts from the Battle period and the Residents’ Association have key access to it; and are willing to agree appropriate visitor access on request.

Agreed:
9.1
That an early visit by the Trustees should be arranged.

Reported:
9.3
That Pat O’Brien was exploring with Council officers the best way to accomplish an inventory of  ‘modest’ requests such as restoring the Bing’s interpretation plates and missing directional street signs, as well as litter clearance at the Bing.
9.4   That investigations seemingly indicate that the battlefield
itself is owned by Scottish Power although the coal within the Bing is owned by Scottish Coal.

9.5   That Pat O’Brien was continuing a search for a suitable
‘temporary’ Interpretation Centre to be established at the foot of the Bing in summer 2007.

Agreed:
9.2      That East Lothian Council should also be asked what 


further steps might be required to ‘protect the Battlefield and 


the Routes taken by the two armies’ from encroaching 


development.

9.3  That the Arts Festival be formally invited to explore and 
report on the fullest range of artistic opportunities for interpreting Victory in Battle, Hope and Ambition for inclusion in proposals to further the work of the Trust.

Reported:
9.6
That the cross-arts concert suggested by Coreen Scott 



of The Laverocks with the Meanwhile Theatre Company and 



Poet Laureate was being discussed with the Prestongrange

Kirk; but if that is not possible the Town Hall might be used.
Agreed:
9.4
That further search for the original Thorntree stump held 


in Edinburgh be made.

9.5      That renewed contact be made with the biodiversity 
team which is continuing tree planting to the north of the battlefield.

9.6
That the Riggonhead Defile be demarcated and trodden for proper commemoration in any development there.

Reported:
9.7
That nothing further had arisen following suggestions received for making an audio Walk Guide downloaded from mobile phones.  
Agreed:
9.7
That Peter MacKenzie be asked to follow the matter up.

Reported:
9.8
That the 1745 Battle Game identified in the USA 
from Decision Games is being evaluated by Dolphinstoun currently to see whether a competition might be played through.

9.9 That correspondence with the Archdiocese in Edinburgh 

re St Joseph’s site as the location for a possible hotel had revealed that they are already in discussion with East Lothian Council re the future development of that site.

Agreed:
9.8
That Gareth Bryn-Jones take the matter up immediately 



with both the Council and the consultant deputed in the matter 



by the Archdiocese.

Reported:
9.10
That Dr Tony Pollard had asked the Trustees to consider 



the proposition that the interpretation and presentation re the 



Battle should be placed in a broader context of other
nearby battles such as Pinkie and Dunbar, and had tabled a
short paper to that effect.

Agreed:
9.9
After extensive discussion that provided this could be

seen as an enhancement of the visitor’s understanding of the 

Battle of Prestonpans per se then there were no objections and 

indeed the Trustees were grateful to Dr Tony Pollard for his 

additional insight in the matter.
10.
As Guests of Charles Edwards Stuart Society in ‘Derby’
Agreed:
10.1
That the hospitality accorded to the Trustees and the 



support from all parties in Derby including the Mayor and re-



enactors had been quite outstanding. Not only had the 



objective of the visit, to hold the iconic meeting in the 



Panelled Room and vote Yes to Going Forward, been achieved


but much more as well.

Reported:
10.1
That myriad re-enactors whether Hanoverians, 


Highlanders or Drambuie Pipers were from East Lothian and 


more than a few from the Pans and all had volunteered to do 


what they could to support the Campaign.

10.2 That the Charles Edward Society [of Derby] and Arran 

Johnston who portrays Bonnie Prince Charlie each year in 

Derby have both agreed to assist in the deliberate creation of Prestonpans re-enactments from 2007 onwards and to this end meetings will be convened in the Spring to map out the opportunities available.
10.3
That press coverage in Scotland had been received from The Herald, Sunday Times and The Scotsman as well as the East Lothian Courier and East Lothian News.  [The suggestion by Fiona McCade in The Sunday Times that a flight to France and Italy might be a better behaviour of The Prince to emulate is of course already in hand via the Prestoungrange Arts Festival via the Barga Twinning with Prestonpans.]
11.

Date and Time of 5th [05/07] Meeting of Trustees
Agreed:
11.1 
That as previously reported, the Trustees next meeting 



will be held on the 4th Tuesday of January 2007, i.e. January 



23rd at 6 pm followed by supper at 7 pm at The Prestoungrange 



Gothenburg, this being the evening prior to the RSA Forum at 



Weymss House which will give Trustees the opportunity to 



review their plans and presentational points.

11.2 That both these occasions were significant and it was to 

be hoped that all Trustees will be able to attend them both .
DRAFT AGENDA 
05/07 Meeting of The Trustees
January 23rd 2007 @ 6.00 pm
The Court Room/ Lord Mayor’s Bar, The Prestoungrange Gothenburg
1. Minutes of Meeting 04/06 attached
2. Matters Arising taken under each item above

3. Report on Discussions re Conservation Management Study
4. ‘Temporary’ Resource Centre for Summer 
5. Review of Listing of Supporters and Action Lines to Relate 

6. Action Plans for achievements by and events upon 

September 21st 2007
7. RSA Seminar at Weymss House Edinburgh January 24th at 6 pm

8. Any Other Business
9. Date of 06/07 Meeting: 6 pm Tuesday 28th February 2007
*

Trustees wishing to add items to this Agenda please contact Sylvia Burgess, Secretary to the Trustees Ph.  01280 816161
