MINUTES of the 02/06 Meeting of The Trustees of the Battle of Prestonpans [1745] Heritage Trust  held in The Court at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg, Prestonpans on 21st September 2006
Present:
Much Hon Baron of Prestoungrange* [in the Chair]



Gareth Bryn-Jones



Sylvia Burgess (Secretary)
Kristine Cunningham

Pauline Jaffray



Peter MacKenzie

Lady Prestoungrange*
Apologies:
Much Hon Baron of Dolphinstoun*

Garth Morrison CBE



Provost Pat O’Brien


Mathew Wills of Prestoungrange Yr.*
1.
Report from The Secretary on the legal establishment of The Trust, its Charitable Status and initial funding
Reported:
1.1
By Sylvia Burgess, that the Trust had been established 



May 10th 2006 by Lindsays WS on behalf of the founding 



Trustees shown above with * with fees payable of some £750.


1.2
That the Trust had been formally accepted as a Scottish 



Charity # SCO 37447 dated September 1st 2006

1.3 That application for approval to refrain from using the 
word Limited in the name had been made but not yet accepted.

Confirmed:
1.1
That the Trust was a Company Limited by Guarantee of 


its Members who are required by the Mem&Arts to deposit £100 


in full and final settlement of their guarantee on election to be 



held in a separate fund of the Trust.
1.2 That the Mem&Arts and Charitable recognition are 

available and as pdfs on the internet at the Trust’s website, www.battleofprestonpans1745.org at the button labelled Charter.

1.3 That the Secretary was taking steps to open a bank 
account for the Trust at Royal Bank of Scotland in Prestonpans.

1.4
That the Founding Trustees did hereby elect all others named above as Trustees following their acceptance of nomination and the Secretary would inform Companies House to that effect once the requisite Guarantees were settled [see Agreed 1.1. below].

Reported:
1.4
That Prestonpans Community Council had resolved not 



to nominate their Chair ex officio as a Trustee 
Agreed:
1.1
That once the bank account was opened all Members be 



asked to settle their Guarantee sums.

2. Funding to date
Reported:
2.1
That the funding of all activities to date has been by 


unsecured loan from the Barons Courts of Prestoungrange & 


Dolphinstoun [1998] but the great majority had been benefit-in-



kind ‘volunteer’ services.
Agreed:
2.1
That the Secretary should seek to present an analysis of 



actual and benefit-in-kind spending to date by November 30th in 



consultation with Kris Cunningham, Gillian Hart and Mathew 



Wills.
3. Committee of High Patronage & National Society Support
Noted:
3.1
That the Trust’s Charter provided for a Committee of High 



Patronage to include descendant Chiefs and Hanoverians who 



were present on September 21st 1745, and with the ‘voluntary’ 



support from Peter Drummond-Murray of Mastrick and Hugh 



Peskett, both supporters of Burke’s Peerage, excellent progress 


had been made in recruiting 10 such individuals together with 



Brian Cox, the Scottish actor.

Reported:
3.1
That Sir John Hay of Park, Bt. whose ancestor, the 3rd 



Baronet, rode out for George II and was severely wounded and 



taken prisoner after defending Colonel Gardiner to the last, has 



also been invited.

3.2 That Prestonpans Community Council had given it 

support to the Campaign.



3.3
That the Royal Stuart Society and the 1745 Association 



had also both agreed to support the Trust’s Campaign.

4.

RSA CoffeHouse Challenge 
Reported:
4.1
That local consultation concerning the Campaign had 



formally commenced under the aegis of the 2006 RSA/ 



Starbuck’s CoffeeHouse Challenge arranged at The 



Prestoungrange Gothenburg, and attended inter alia by Bob 



Porrer, Scottish Chair of the RSA along with some 50 members 



of the community.

4.2 That application had been made to the RSA/ Starbucks 

for a grant of £1000 to advance the Campaign. 

4.3
That RSA Scotland was considering whether to host a session of all its members in 2007 in Edinburgh to enable the Campaign to be explained in detail, as a component of the RSA’s Goal of ‘Sustainable Communities’.

5. Press launch at National Trust for Scotland: September 20th  and PhotoCall 
Reported:
5.1
By Kristine Cunningham that the press had warmed to 


the Campaign and reports had been given in The Herald, The 


Scotsman, Edinburgh Evening News, East Lothian News and 


East Lothian Courier following the Presentation by architect 


Gareth Bryn-Jones at Wemyss House – use of which was kindly

provided gratis by the National Trust for Scotland.
5.2 That the PhotoCall at the Memorial Bing had been well 

attended and Adam Watters had voluntarily met the cameras 

and held the Prince’s Battle Standard aloft.

5.3 That amongst visitors at the PhotoCall had been Arran 

Johnston, who regularly plays the part of Prince Charles Edward at the annual Derby celebrations of the Jacobite capture of that town in December 1745 – and he offered his own personal support for the Campaign including making arrangements for a meeting in Derby of the Trustees in December in the panelled Library of Exeter House where the Prince’s Council met and resolved to return to Scotland rather than proceed to London.

Thanked
5.1
Gareth Bryn-Jones and Kristine Cunningham for the 



highly successful arrangements made.

Agreed:
5.1
To take up the offer of a meting of Trustees at Exeter 



House in December to evaluate progress by then, and our own 



decision to Go Ahead.
6.
Website Development 
Reported:
6.1
That Richard White and Rob Jarvis of Design & Online, 



who host the extensive Prestoungrange dBase structured 



website, had created a discrete url and pages for the Campaign 



which had been launched September 20th and well received 



thus far.

Confirmed:
6.1
That it was hoped that the NewsNet service at the site 



would be able to reach considerable audiences and that all who 



log on are encouraged to Register as formal Supporters.

Agreed:
6.1
That the website as it developed provided a very 



considerable opportunity to create the ‘virtual’ experience of a 



greatly improved Presentation and Interpretation of the Battle in 



1745 and this could include ‘virtual’ visits to the proposed 



Resource Centre as well.

6.2 That Mathew Wills and Richard White be encouraged to 

explore this proposition further in association especially with Gareth Bryn-Jones.
7. Further Presentations and Consultation in Prestonpans and publication of the Campaign’s Dream  Brochure
Reported:
7.1
That Pauline Jaffray and Kristine Cunningham were 
finalising the Dream brochure to be ready by October 24th when a series of Presentations will be held at the Prestoungrange Gothenburg that will also be consultative and invite those participating to Register as Supporters.  

7.2       That the 12 pp brochure will be circulated with East 
Lothian Life’s Winter Issue 2006 on an incremental cost basis by courtesy of its Publisher and made available at Libraries and other public outlets.

Confirmed:
7.1
That the brochure and The Dream have adopted not only 



Victory but also Hope and Ambition as the message from  



September 21st 1745; and that the role of the Arts in general in

accomplishing the better presentation and interpretation was 

fundamental to the approach.
7.2 That The Dream Resource Centre would be substantially 

devoted to the several levels of interpretation at the site, including agriculture, Birsley Brae and coal mining; and would also  seek to orient visitors to the range of Jacobite and other heritage locations in Prestonpans and to encourage provision of hotel/ motel accommodation.
8. Application for Grant Funding for a Major Feasibility Study 
Reported:
8.1
That Kristine Cunningham and Gillian Hart had volunteered to lead the exploration of possible sources of Grant funding for the feasibility study now clearly needed as the next step.

Agreed:
8.1
That they should collect as much basic information as possible and in particular take advice from Pat O’Brien and Officers of East Lothian Council as to precisely where to commence discussions. 
Reported:
8.2
That John Home-Robertson, MSP, had agreed to assist with initiation of discussions at Scottish Executive/ Visit Scotland/ Historic Scotland levels;  and a letter had already been sent to Patricia Ferguson, Minister of Arts, Culture and Tourism which he had agreed to follow through on.


8.3
That an invitation to meet a London based consultancy which assisted in the successful fund raising for Culloden had been received and was being followed up late October for report.

9. Annual Battlefield Walk 

Reported:
9.1
That the annual Battlefield Walk in 2006 led by Peter 



MacKenzie had attracted the largest attendance ever, and was 



clearly a well designed and appreciated activity.

9.2 That the small leaflet authored by Peter MacKenzie and 

produced by the Arts Festival was still in print and much appreciated.

Agreed:
9.1
To invite Peter MacKenzie to consider and report on any 



ways in which the Battlefield Walk can be further developed 



particularly with a 2007 Event in mind at the Anniversary of the 



Battle.
10.

Work-in-Progress Momentum
Reported:
10.1
That a local volunteer group was campaigning to repair

the ‘NE’ lion’s two missing feet on the of the Gardiner 

Memorial.  

Agreed:
10.1
To do all that the Trust can to assist in the restoration of the obelisk including asking East Lothian Council to make provision for its cleaning and repairs to the posts and chains.

10.2 That an inventory of other ‘modest’ requests such as 
restoring the Bing’s interpretation plates and missing street signs be prepared for action by East Lothian Council.

10.3 That investigations be made to ascertain the present 

owner of the agricultural land and explore whether a Community Right To Buy approach might be required or appropriate.

10.4 That a search be made for as suitable ‘temporary’ 

Interpretation Centre to be established at the foot of the Bing in summer 2007.

10.5 That East Lothian Council be asked what further steps 

might be required to ‘protect the Battlefield and the Routes taken by the two armies’ from encroaching development.

10.6 That the Arts Festival be formally invited to explore and 
report on the fullest range of artistic opportunities for interpreting Victory in Battle, Hope and Ambition for inclusion in proposals to further the work of the Trust.

10.7 That an inventory be solicited from East Lothian Council
of the artefacts and documents related to the Battle including items held in the Doocot at Bankton House.

10.8 That the original Thorntree stump held in Edinburgh be 

located.

10.9 That contact be made with the biodiversity team which
 has planned tree planting to the north of the battlefield.

10.10
That the Riggonhead Defile be demarcated and trodden for proper commemoration in any development there.

Noted:
10.1
That the Prestoungrange Arts Festival had made a 2006/ 



2007 Bursary Award for three paintings concerning Victory, 



Hope and Ambition under the supervision of Andrew Crummy. 
10.2 That enquiries had been received for making an audio 

Walk Guide.

10.3 That a local Scottish Music Group had volunteered their 

services to research the Songs and Music of the Battle of Prestonpans as a discrete element of the Resource Centre and for immediately deliverable activities for the Trust.

10.4
That proposals had been made for updating the Historical Series booklet on the Battle published by The Prestoungrange Arts Festival.

10.4 That a most successful Battle Mural-in-a-Day depicting 
the flight of Sir John Cope had been painted at the recent Global Murals Conference at the Primary School as shown as the website footer.
10.5 That a 1745 Battle Game has been identified in the USA 
from Decision Games and copies obtained.

10.6
That Patrick Smith who created a model of the Battle of Prestonpans fro the 250th Anniversary Celebrations in 1995 had been in contact offering a viewing of the artwork and a positive  response had been sent.

11.
Future Meetings of the Trustees
Requested:
11.1
By members that as much notice as possible be given for 


comment if unavoidably absent and/ or for additions to be 



made.

Agreed:
11.1
That such was clearly the appropriate way to proceed and asked the Secretary to ensure as best she might that it became common practice, notwithstanding the provisions of the Charter for the conduct of meetings on an urgent/ emergency basis.

11.2 That the Trustees should meet in Exeter House, Derby 

and hold a ‘symbolic’ review meeting over the 2006 Jacobite 

Weekend, details to be circulated as soon as they are to hand.
11.3 That the Trustees should seek otherwise to meet on a 

Tuesday of each month, normally the fourth, commencing October 24th at 6 pm at The Prestoungrange Gothenburg – although this required confirmation with the absent Trustees.

DRAFT AGENDA 
03/06 Meeting of The Trustees
October 24th 2006 @ 6 pm

The Prestoungrange Gothenburg

1. Minutes of Meeting 02/06

2. Matters Arising taken under each item above

3. Application for Feasibility Study Funding

4. ‘Temporary’ Resource Centre for 2007

5. Derby Meeting at Exeter House

6. Any Other Business
7. Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 21st November
