SCHOOLS VISIT FEEDBACK:  FIRST SESSION
On Thursday 5th November we visited the 25-strong P6 class (aged 10/11) at St Gabriel’s Primary School in Prestonpans.

The team consisted of Greg, Adam and Gordon Veitch.  Sarah Cowie, an education officer with ELC, and Kristine Cunningham were observers, and the class teacher was present throughout.

The session started at 9.30am with Greg giving the children an introduction to the background to the Jacobite rising and telling the story of the Prince’s landing and journey to Prestonpans. This took around 35 minutes.  The children seemed interested and attentive throughout.
Adam then entered the room, in full highlander costume with his array of weapons.  He acted the character of a Jacobite officer and gave the children more information on the Jacobite cause.  He then talked about the equipment that he carried, giving the children the opportunity to handle the weapons, musket ball and King’s shilling.  The majority of the session took the form of questions and answers of which the children had plenty.  Everyone was totally engaged and enthusiastic.  This session lasted until break time at 10.30am.

After morning break, the children assembled in the gym hall where the battle-board was erected.  Gordon used the board to outline to the children exactly what happened before and during the battle itself, something that had not been covered in the previous two sessions.
The game then commenced, which the children evenly divided between the two armies and with one child designated to be play the respective leader.  That child was then asked to nominate someone from their team each time to take the part of the various regiments and clans, to throw the dice and chose the action.  This meant that all the children were able to play an active part in the game and prevented any wandering of attention.  This session lasted for almost one 1.5 hours, and surprised the teacher with how well it kept everyone engaged though out.   Adam and Greg were also present and were able to help keep order among the children.
It had been planned that perhaps some of the children could be given a tour of the battle-bus if they seemed bored by the game, with the rest looking round at the end of the session.  However, all the children were fully engaged with the game and time ran out at the end for the bus.  The bus  is currently laid out as an adult-orientated exhibition, with a major display of academic books, so would in any case be of limited interest to children of this age. 

FEEDBACK
A few days later Kristine and Martine Robertson returned to the school to gather feedback from the children and teacher.
The teacher had already asked the children to record their thoughts on the visit in the form of thank-you cards with drawings on the front and a message in the middle.  Copies for three of the messages are attached.
Children’s Comments:

Martine led a session asking the children to say what they had liked best and what they thought could be improved.

Overall, the children were full of praise for the visit.  The most mentions, not unexpectedly, went to Adam’s weapons demonstration and the Battle-board as highlights of the sessions.  

In this inaugural session, Greg was not dressed in highland dress as he normally would be, and had the task of telling the dry historical facts of the Jacobite rising - essential to get across before the more ‘fun’ interactive elements can make sense.

One or two commented they had felt a bit restless during Greg’s session and would have liked a chance to ask more questions.  A few also felt that the battle-game lasted a bit too long.  As P6 is the youngest age-group we will be visiting, having just a few feeling restless is a considerable achievement.
Almost everyone agreed that they liked the interactive bits best and that they would have liked to dress up and act out some of the parts themselves.

Some were disappointed not to have been able to visit the battle-bus.  When asked what they would hope to find on board the battle-bus, they listed the following:

· Coins and musket balls

· Weapons – swords and guns

· Dummies with costumes

· Portraits of the main characters

· Film show 

· Battle-related pictures by children

· Books on the battle

· Smaller version of the battle-game.

· Interactive quiz on the battle

· Make own mini figures

· Experience of what it was like for women/girls 

Teacher’s comments
Lindsay Kennedy, the class teacher, was extremely complementary about the sessions.

She felt that Greg and Adam’s inputs linked very well together and set the scene very well for the kids.  She especially liked the interactive elements and felt that they engaged the children fully and fitted well with the Curriculum for Excellence ethos.

Her only concern was that the battle-game may take too long to retain the attention of some classes, especially if they were bigger than her class of 25.  A more typical class of 30+ may find it difficult to all fit round the board and there would be less chance for everyone to participate.  This could result in behavioural problems.  She suggested a shorter version of the game, or splitting classes into smaller groups.
Sarah Cowie’s comments:

Sarah was extremely impressed by sessions with Greg and Adam.  Unfortunately she had to leave before the battle-game started, but was able to see the board before she left.
She had three suggestions to make:

· It would be useful to have a co-ordinator as part of the team, to introduce the various participants and explain what was going to happen.  They could also keep and eye on the time and co-ordinate everyone.  Especially useful when there are more than one calls involved and sessions are running simultaneously.  It would also be good to have someone additional to man the battle-bus and to help keep order during the battle-game.

· It might be useful to start the day by assessing how much the kids already know about the battle and the Jacobite rising – and perhaps end the day by asking how much they feel they know now.  Sarah suggests having them take their place on a line, according to how much they know.

· She suggests it would be prudent to warn the teacher ahead of time about the weapons handling and get her to stress to the children the need for caution when handling knives etc.  This would put some of the onus of controlling behaviour onto the teacher and away from Adam when he is in full flow.
Kristine’s comments:

Considering it was the first of its kind, the visit to St Gabriel’s was fantastic and far exceeded my expectations.  This was borne out by the teacher and the kids.  The visits can only get better as we refine the format and settle down to working with each other.

When the children’s guide is printed (by the end of November), each school will have been provided with a few copies – together with the DVD – some time before the visit.  Hopefully, the teacher will therefore already have covered the background to the battle, so the children will already have a good understanding of events.
· Sarah’s suggestion to evaluate the children’s existing knowledge is a good one, allowing Greg and Adam to gear their inputs more accurately to their audience.

· I also agree that having a co-ordinator would be ideal, but would potentially incur extra costs.

· Greg’s ‘scene-setting’ task could be made more visual and interactive by providing him with some relevant props.  At the very least, he should have a large map of Scotland to hand to show Prince’s landing and subsequent route.  He could also have large-scale pictures of the Prince and the cartoon image of Cope.  
· Greg himself will be dressed in highland plaids and he has a child sized plaid which he can dress one of the children in.  If we go down the route of buying a small supply of bonnets, perhaps Greg could give them out at the beginning.  Then perhaps Adam could ask what colour cockade they want later. 

· We need to co-ordinate the content of the various sessions more closely and identify key information we want to get across – and decide who tells them what.

I suggest that Greg tells them about the background and takes the tale right up to the start of the battle.  Then Adam takes up the tale and tells them how the battle went and what it was like for him – the Jacobite officer.

That leaves Gordon free to concentrate on the game, with perhaps just a brief description of how the battle relates to the countryside.

· I also share the teacher’s concern that a larger, less creative and motivated class could be difficult to handle for the whole duration of a battle game.  Having extra adults on hand would help, but we need to think about how we can divide up groups if necessary.  Is there any way to shorten the game if the kids loose interest?
· The battle-bus needs to be decked out more suitably for children.  We could investigate getting a small secure display case so that we can have a couple of weapons, musket balls etc, on display.  We can also easily dress a couple of dummies in costume.  Producing special display boards will not be difficult and we can perhaps have an area to display some of the children’s artwork.  Maybe we could give away some of the little model soldiers for the kids to decorate themselves at home.  We need to think about how the battle-bus will fit into the programme.

NEXT STEPS

We should meet as soon as possible to discuss whether we can reasonable incorporate the suggestions and how we can make the most of our visits.  Martine will co-ordinate a suitable date and time.

We will then go full tilt with informing the schools of our project and trying to get as much good PR as we can.  Hopefully we can then build up a full programme of visits between Christmas and summer.

We also need to identify back-up personnel in case anyone is unavailable to take part at any time.  Tim Porteus can provide back-up for Greg, perhaps Arran might agree to step in for Adam if necessary and Gordon has a colleague (whose name escapes me).  We need to make sure everyone is familiar with the format and content.
