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Battle of Prestonpans Conference

Evaluation - Outline Summary

October 2008

1. Introduction

The Battle of Prestonpans Conference 2008 provided the opportunity for the local community to come together with involved academics, local historians and artists and to discuss the Battle and explore its cultural heritage. It is set to become a biennial event. 

The conference took place over two days on the 18th and 19th of September. The Symposium took place on the 18th, with a lecture programme and discussion devoted to the history of battle and its significance for the regeneration of the local community. The Arts Festival was held the next day, with arts and education workshops taking their inspiration from the battle.

Barker Langham were contracted to carry out a summative evaluation during the conference; the primary methods used were questionnaires and interviews with participants. This initial report summarises the visitor responses elicited by these methods.

2. Battle Symposium

There were 41 registered attendees at the Symposium, and the overall response to the day was highly positive. Questionnaires were given to all attendees, who could either hand them in at the end of the day or post them. In addition, Barker Langham conducted and recorded interviews with selected participants to gauge their response to the event and to establish what they would like to see in future.

2.1 Questionnaire Responses

The following section summarises the responses from the 15 forms returned on the day (not including forms returned by post after the event).

Question 1: “How did you hear about the conference?”

· Trust emails/promotional literature (6)

· Word of mouth (5)

· Trust meeting/contact (2)

· What to Do in EH32 website (1)

· East Lothian Museum Service (1)

Question 2 – “What is your interest in the Battle of Prestonpans?”

· General interest in Scottish history (3)

· Local history (3)

· Trust supporter (3)

· 1745 Rising / Jacobites (2)

· Professional (2)

· East Lothian Antiquarian Society (1)

· Historical novels (1)

Question 3:  “What was your overall impression of the conference?”

· Excellent (3)

· Good (2)

· “Very enjoyable.”

· “Very good.”

· “Extremely informative.”

· “Very well presented.”

· “Lots of enthusiasm and sincerity.”

· “Really useful - it would be good to do it for a larger audience.”

· “Most interesting; helped to understand Trust's aims.”

· “Good speakers but marred by lack of amplification.”

· “Good but wanted to see more discussion on the history of battle, not just Trust's work.”

· “Informative and useful for me in my work in the area. Venue had poor acoustics and wasn't ideal for this sort of event.”

Question 4: “What was the highlight of the conference for you?”

· Dr. Tony Pollard (4)

· Dr. Christopher Duffy (3)

· Alan Johnson (1)

· Gareth Bryn-Jones (1)

· Dr. Donald Smith (1)

· “The bringing together of so many diverse interests and authorities.”

· “Presentations by eminent speakers.”

· “The different strands - history, archaeology, education, storytelling, re-enactment, art, poetry, music.”

· “Example to us all.”

· “Discussion”

· “All of it!”

Question 5:  “The Significance of Prestonpans in the 1745 Jacobite Campaign, Dr Christopher Duffy  – What for you was the most significant point made in this session?”
· “The confidence gained by the Jacobites from the success of the Battle of Prestonpans.”

· “Charles' establishing local administrations on his journey south. His own preparation for the task.” 

· “Info about the Prince (his character) and the battle tactics.”

· “Impact of emotion and psychology on warfare and the nastiness of battle.”

· “The Jacobite army's organisation, Cope's competence.”

· “The efficiency and of bonnie Prince Charlie's Highland army.”

· “Signing of a formal treaty between Jacobites and Louis XV.”

· “The high significance of the event.”

· “He emphasised the importance of the battle to the campaign.”

· “Prince Charles' leadership in 1745. Actual weaponry and involvement.”

Question 6: “The Role of Archaeology in Battlefield Investigation,

Dr Tony Pollard – What for you was the most significant point made in this session?”
· “The amount of battle materials which can be discovered from battle sites.”

· “…Not enough content about the Battle of Prestonpans.”

· “How archaeology can add to the historical picture of the battle landscape.”

· “The collaborative aspects of battlefield archaeology–important roles of historians and 'amateur' experts such a metal detector users.”

· “Bannockburn and Falkirk.”

·  “It’s been done before, can be done again.”

· “Scope for learning much more from archaeology.”

· “That he was encouraging archaeology to be open to everybody in all sorts of ways and was willing to work with historians.”

· “Artefacts concentration indicating course/concentration of action.”

· “The exciting possibilities and finds from archaeological survey that may lead to investigation of other battlefield sites in East Lothian.”

· “The fact that through surveys, other battle sites may be revealed.”

Question 7: “The Protection of Battlefield sites throughout Scotland and the Particular Significance of East Lothian, Dr. Lesley MacInnes – What for you was the most significant point made in this session?”

· “The importance of Scottish Government protection for Scottish battlefield sites.”

· “Could not hear the speaker from Historic Scotland. A case for amplification?”

· “That even a listing or scheduled status does not necessarily protect a site.”

· “Couldn't possibly comment–it was all brilliant.”

· “Excellent contribution but danger of being just talking heads–'teeth' are called for.”

· “That the government must be made and encouraged to recognise and schedule [monuments]”

· “Historic Scotland are taking the issue very seriously and listening.”

· “The fact that Historic Scotland are willing to come and be a part of our vision and work with us.”

· “This is vital for our heritage. East Lothian has seen four major battles–Dunbar 1296, Pinkie Cleugh 1547, Dunbar 1650 and Prestonpans 1745.”

Question 8: “The Vision for the Battle of Prestonpans: Victory Hope & Ambition, 

Gareth Bryn-Jones and Dr Gordon Prestoungrange – What for you was the most significant point made in this session?”

· “Raising the awareness of history in the local community.”

· “Inspiring as always.”

· “Seeing the vision of the Visitor Centre–fantastic!”

· “Importance of local 'ownership' of area's history and of plans to develop visitor/interpretation facilities.”

· “Team work and identifying those who can.”

· “Importance of local investment and identity, locals murals.”

· “How much work has already been done.”

· “Enhanced understanding of the potential of the battle site of Prestonpans for its community.”

· “As always enthusiastic and inspiring.”

· “Dynamism–empowering community through arts, local events/history. Building self confidence in an ex-industrial community and moving beyond dependency.”

· “The words apply to all kinds of initiatives both historical and modern.”

· “Victory, hope, ambition and enthusiasm.”

Question 9: “What have you gained from conference?”

· “An understanding of the work already invested in this project and the vision for its future.”

· “Information and understanding. Maybe useful to have a microphone at future event as some speakers difficult to hear…”

· “I've made progress with Scottish history - something you're not taught in England…”

· “Historical context.”

· “Better understanding of the various interest groups involved in the battle site.”

· “Excellent for story telling centre, a great deal, valuable comment on living history.”

· “Just how much momentum is behind this project.”

· “Appreciation of one's towns.”

Question 10: “What should a future conference cover?”
· “Results of the archaeological research to be carried out on this site.”

· “The three 'local' battles–Dunbar, Pinkie and Prestonpans plus Falkirk.”

· “Other battles in East Lothian and elsewhere in Scotland.”

· “Microphone and speakers to speak up.”

· “…more on the history and context of the battle, there was little on the battle itself at this conference.”

· “National overview, perhaps involving other groups from around the country.”

· “The literature written about the battle - songs, poetry, historical accounts and of course, the view of the '45 in the form of historical novels.”

2.2 Interview Summary

In general attendees were highly impressed by the conference, in particular with the high level of community and stakeholder involvement in the project. Attendees highlighted the significance of such a event for the town and the battlefield centre project, and the importance of leading academic speakers. A sample of typical responses to the conference include:

· “A sense of optimism because clearly I think we’re moving forward…I have been aware for 40 years that the battlefields here are important but largely ignored…and I think that we’re on the verge hopefully of getting an increased public awareness.”

· “What impressed me most about the conference are two things…First of all, the level of local interest in generated by the whole project, which is unique in Scotland…and secondly, in particular relation to the conference, the bringing together of so many diverse interests and authorities for the first time…the first time any such gathering has been brought together anywhere.”

· “It’s impressive to see all the effort and dedication that’s gone into producing what’s happening here, and the amount of people interested.”

· “The fact we’ve got all these people together, and so many folk from different backgrounds here at it, that’s the best thing about it all. I thought the presentations were great as well, they brought more to it, from different angles.”

· “It’s very exciting, it’s a great initiative, not just for Prestonpans but for East Lothian…I’ve been very impressed with the presentations.”

· “Today’s quite important for me because we’re still in the embryonic stages of the project, so its very important … that we start to press the flesh of the local populace. It will be a very quick process from here on to directly involving people…”

Many interviewees also looked forward to similar events in the future and their role in creating battlefield interpretation:

· “I hope in the future that we’ll increase interest and understanding of this local battlefield, and that we can get young people involved – to preserve this knowledge and information for the future.”

· “…the need to work towards a process of affording protection to Scottish battlefields, in which in many ways the Prestonpans project has taken the lead…generating local interest, and reinforcing legislative protection in the course of time.”

· “I’m hoping that next time it brings in some of the other local groups that might be associated with other [battlefield] sites and it becomes a wider topic of debate, rather than just Prestonpans.”

2.3 BattleGame

A demonstration of the Prestonpans BattleGame ran on both days of the festival, convened by Gordon Veitch and colleagues. Many delegates from a varied range of organizations viewed and used the table, which allows participants the opportunity to engage in strategic decisions directly related to the landscape and context of the battle. Feedback has indicated that the table would be excellent for:

 

· Understanding the landscape and story of the battle

· Seeing how the landscape has changed over the last 300 years

· Learning about strategic planning in a battle situation.

 

It is also highly beneficial for:

 

· Developing skills

· Encouraging team work

· Dealing with complex situations

· Problem-solving

· Understanding decision-making.

 

Mr Veitch explained that the benefits of gaming to young people are manifold, with local children showing marked development of interpersonal and mathematical skills, as well as the development of relationships across a wide age range. It also has a huge benefit in terms of developing confidence.

 

The concept will also be an important part of the future interpretation of the Battle, with a plan to use an interactive as part of the battle centre proposed for the area.

3. Arts Festival

On the 19th a day of arts and education workshops was held. In the morning school group workshops were held by storytellers from the Scottish Storytelling Centre, attended by groups from both primary and secondary schools in the local area.

Brief evaluation interviews were conducted with the teachers in charge of the school groups. Teachers felt that their pupils had very much enjoyed the sessions, highlighting in particular the key role that lively, active presentation and participation played. Some illustrative responses include:

· “…extremely entertaining, extremely informative and it gave the children of Prestonpans an insight into the actual battle that happened all those years ago.” (Preston Lodge High School)

· “…[The storyteller] is quite active, I think they quite like that, if he wasn’t so active, shouting out, and giving them a story I think they’d be getting a wee bit tired…They’ve enjoyed it and I’ve enjoyed it, and I don’t know anything about it.” (Prestonpans Primary)

Teachers were generally very interested in attending similar events in the future, and suggested longer, more activity-based workshops:

· “…they would be really interested [in similar events in the future]. Especially this morning when they could see the weapons used in the battle, the musket, shield and dagger. It really caught their imagination, especially the boys.” (Preston Lodge High School)

· “It’d be good if it there was an active workshop afterwards, but certainly they’ve enjoyed this aspect of it. If it were longer, with activities as well, but on its own it stands quite well.” (Prestonpans Primary)

In addition, schoolchildren participating in the workshops were given the opportunity to tell us what they got out of the day. Overall, children were highly enthusiastic about what they had learnt, and particularly enjoyed hearing about how the weapons were used in the battle. 

Some illustrative responses include:

· “I found out a lot of new stuff about the battle, a lot of battles, and the Highlanders.”

· “I really enjoyed it and I’m definitely coming on Saturday.”

· “I liked all the weapon things, the bit about the knife…”

· “I learned about what happened in the battle of Prestonpans, I’m not really from here so its new to me…”

· “It was good when they were telling us about how they used the swords, and the claymores…”

3.2 Writers’ Workshops

In the afternoon a writers’ workshop was organised, convened by historical novelists including Janet Paisley and Roy Pugh.

Participants emphasised that it was an important opportunity for them to discuss their craft with published authors. The workshop allowed them to explore how to represent the past (specifically the Battle and the ’45) through creative writing, and how to build their confidence and skill as developing authors.[image: image1.png]
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