
The Hon. Colonel James Gardiner of
Bankton House, Prestonpans, emerged
from the Battle in 1745 as a truly well
remembered and heroic f igure
notwithstanding that he fought for the
Hanoverians and died on the field of
battle on September 21st.

He had in Dr Philip Doddridge of
Northampton and extraordinary admirer,
and it was perhaps the more surprising
because Philip Doddridge was himself
an outstanding figure in 18th century
Northampton history.  On learning of
James Gardiner’s death he preached a
memorable but unrecorded sermon but
avowed then that he would write a much
more extensive appreciation as soon as
he could have accessed to the Colonel’s
papers and to word of mouth accounts
of the battle itself.  By 1st July 1747 his
manuscript was completed and published
shortly afterwards.  The extracts given
here are taken from the 1807 New
Edition and provide (i) his Dedication to
the Colonel’s son David Gardiner serving
with Sir John Cope’s Regiment of
Dragoons; (ii) the first pages explaining
the rationale for publishing a record of
‘Some Remarkable passages in the Life
of the Hon. Col. J Gardiner’; and finally
the concluding pages 165/ 186 which
tell of the battle and the Colonel’s state
of mind as he joined it and died.












