What arethe Baron Courts?

The Baron Courts are the chaitable organisstion established in 1998 by the incumbent
Barons to capture, interpret and present as widdy and as imaginatively as possble ... the
1000 year history of the baronies of Prestoungrange and of Dol phinstoun.

The baronies have been hdd by a hogt of ggnificant individuds in Soottish higory snce
they were firg granted in 1084 to the Monks of Newbsttle Abbey, and their nomina and
herddic pedigree over the millennium is shown in this brochure.

The power and authority wielded by the Barons across most of the period have dnce
1948 been formdly replaced by the date The dxth Act of the reassembled Scottish
Parliament in 2001 dso brought to an end the direct link between Scottish baronid titles
and the lands from which they were origindly derived.

Ye the opportunity, even the socid responghility, for Barons to make their contribution
within the lands from which ther titles arose is as great as ever today. And tha is
precisdly what is hgppening here in Pretoungrange and in Dadlphingoun. It is the
Baons bdief tha through such an educaiond chaitable initigive the communities
concerned will both fed grester pride in themsdalves and dtract gregter atention from the
wider Scottish and tourigt populations It is aso the well demondrated fact thet as this is
achieved the economic wellbeing of the communities advances too.

Indugtrial and Social History

The Lothians hold an epecid place in the life of Scotland.  They were long the nationd
granary and they are of course on the drategic east coast road from England to Edinburgh
and onwards to the Highlands. The Béttle of Prestonpans was fought and won by Bonnie
Prince Charliein 1745 on baronid lands.

At Prestoungrange in particular the monks made a great success of sdt panning, cod
mining and agriculture. Laer potteries and brick making as well as chemicd bi-products
of the cod were added. Fowler's Ales were brewed in town from 1745 until the middle of
the 20" Century. An active harbour & Morison's Haven enabled internationa trade to
take place. But today none of these activities survive and the Haven has been in-filled
ater extengve glting by the 1930s. Unemployment since the mine and brewery dosad in
the 1960s has been a continuing chalenge, and the area is now becoming an Edinburgh
commuter suburb with excdllent road and rail links.

The Barons throughout the 16" to the 20" centuries played their part in both managing
and contracting to others the severd indudries including agriculture. Now they ae
ensuring thet the higory is told out and, as may be possible, described in such a way that
it can be interpreted and understood in today’s context. The old cod mine, the brickworks
and the gdtes of pottery kilns located a Morison's Haven have become the Heritage
Musaum of the Eagt Lothian Councl Mussum Savice Whenever possble, the Baron
Courtswork in partnership with them on ther projects.



The Baron Courts dso work in partnership with the Prestonpans Loca History Society,
and in 2001 republished ther excdlent reflective anthology Tales of The Pans, avaldble
a the Web Site and from the Society.

Historical Research and leading to Published Booklets

The firg task the Baron Courts set in fand was the creation of a series of 10 000 word
monogrephs by locd authors on a wide range of higoricd themes  The full liding is
given in the pand hee They ae dl avalable for sde as booklets & the Heritage
Museum and in loca bookshops, and are dso published by Presoungrange Universty
Pressfor gratis download from the Internet a www.prestoungrange.org

So that schools can meke good use of them for their regular Scottish ‘Locd History
Invedtigetion’ vidts to the Heritage Museum, each is accompanied by a Teecher's Guide
a the Web Ste. The Heitage Museum Vigtors Centre is located within the materid
remains of the firg ‘Indugrid Ste in Scotland.  Its innovetive use of seam power is
exemplified in the 1879 Cornish Beam Engine which was used to pump water from 800
fet bdow ground. The deam heitage is cdebraed every month when the
Prestongrange Steam Society rolls the 19" Century Prestongrange locomative past the
Dutch designed Hoffmean Brick Kiln and the remains of deven Beghive Ceramics Kilns

Pots at the Panstell their own story

The second initigtive was to draw upon the Heritage Museum's Exhibition of Pottery
made a the various potteries in the Prestoungrange area to cregte a Virtud Exhibition
open to dl on the Web Site.

This led immediady to the decison to cregte ‘Limited Edition Reproductions of some
of the most memorable items, and dso to creste a ‘Speculaive’ 21% Century Collection.
This later initiative works with loca potters to desgn new items that might wel have
come from Prestoungrange had the old kilns till been there to manufacture,

Mural and CanvasArtissat Work —The Arts Festival Society

For the third initiative, the detalled historicad research undertaken has served as an in-
depth briefing firg for Janice McNab and most recently for murd artigts to tdl the history
in their paintings. In this latter repect the Courts are greatly indebted to the world |leader
in Globd Arts Touriam from Chemainus, BC, Canada, Karl Schutz, who has vidted with
and advised on the lessons learnt in his home town and around the world by others in the
USA, Audrdia and New Zedand. The Baons in ther turn have vidted leaders and
atigsin Chemainus 29 Pams Kati Kai, Kyogle and Mendooran.



Janice NcNab was commissoned in 1998 for three works shown here that captured her
own didinctive interpretations of our higory. The fird shows The Foreshore a
Prestoungrange where brine for the Sdtworks was panned for nearly 300 years and the
famous Pandores Oysgters were collected. The second is The Miners BathHouse, the firgt
to be erected in Scotland by the new Nationd Cod Board in 1946; and the third the
famous Prestongrange Celling discovered during restoration at Prestongrange House,
gance the 1920s the Club House for the world's oldest golf club, The Royd & Ancient
Mussdlburgh. ( That celing has snce been relocated to Nagpier Universty’s Merchiston
Tower in Edinburgh.)

The Murd Pantings got into ther dride in October 2001 when Kate Hunter, a loca
murdig, completed the fird two pands literdly on the Foreshore of Prestoungrange
Extensve refurbishment of the seawdl made it a secure surface for an inaugura work of
the vary highet dandard which has been widdy acdamed in the community. It is the
fird of an initid series of five for which the Baron Courts has provided the necessary
funding. Additiond funding to sustain the programme, as long as walls are available and
a sory can be told, is congantly being solicited in accordance with the Baron Courts
ehos of community regenerdion and tourism - for example from the Scottish Arts
Coundl’s Artistsin Public Places Fund.

The Prestoungrange Gothenburg Reopens

If dl this reseerch and atidtic endeavour sounds like thirsy work, the good news is thet
the fourth inititive teken by the Baron Courts is to reopen the Prestoungrange
Gothenburg. This was built in 1908 and maneged in trus as the mings pub of
Prestongrange. It was aquired in 2001 and will reopen in 2003 as a bidro Syle fadility,
coffee shop and microbrewery.

The Gothenburg, not surprisngly, is Liged with Higoric Scotland as having particular
heritage importance, with a fine carved wooden bar and Edwardian décor in the man
aea Updars is an excdlent meeting room and functions suite and a south fadng
consarveory.

The whole fadlity will be themed with the higory of Prestoungrange and Dolphinstoun

and act as a locd shop window for dl the works of the Baron Courts. The building stands
immediately inshore from Kate Hunter's Inaugurd Murd pandls.

i3aron Courts Miscdlany

The four mgor initistives described adbove have naurdly been accompanied by a
miscdlany of activities and creations. These have induded:

The Prestoungrange Tartan - with the accreditation of the Scottish Tartan Society, the
tartan shown here was adopted in 1999 that captures and blends those of the greet



baronid families during the pest millennium — the Kerrs, the Morisons and the Grants —
with the current incumbents - the Park Sept of the McDondds.

Baronial Regalia - Snce medievd times the Baron's Officers had their own regdia and
the barons to this day have thar own formd scarlet and ermine robes.  Those belonging
to the Courts ae shown induding the Ellwand caried by the Baron Sergeend and the
Badge and Chain of the Baron Bailie. The baronia horns are dso depicted.

Grants of Arms by Lyon Court - Both Barons petitioned Lord Lyon, King of Arms, for
his Warant to Grant Arms and these were both accepted as shown &fter extensve
reseerch. The Baronid badge of Prestoungrange has been used as the logo for the Arts
Festival Society.

Burke's Peerage & Gentry - In summe 2001 the Baron Courts, together with the
Heritage Museum, hosted the launch of Volume 1 of the 19" Edition of Burke's Landed
Gentry in Great Britain: The Kingdom in Scotland. This title had been out of print snce
1970 but is now thanks to the work of the Barons and their publishing associates once
again available both in print and on the Internet a www.burkes anded-gentry.com

Today's Barons are grandson and great grandson of a Prestongrange miner a the turn of
the 20™ Century, James Park, as shown in their maternal family pedigreeby Burke's

Appointed Providers to the Baron Courts - Initswork the Baron Courts are especidly
asssted by anumber of craftsmen and suppliers who become our ‘ Appointed Providers .

A C Dddgeash of Sdkirk provides dl our tartan fabric needs asssted by Scotcrest of
Blargowrie; Hamilton & Inches of George Street Edinburgh creste our gold, siver and
enandled regdia asised in wood by Paul Colbet of Bedford,. Glenkinchie the
Lowland Mdt from Pencatland, is the Appointed Provider of Whisky and Brammle of
Eagt Linton of Ligueur. Robes ae made by Ede & Ravenscroft in Chancery Lane,
London. Peter Drummond-Murray is Heddic Adviser and Hugh Peskett is our
Genedogicd Researcher. Chris Bonnar is the Courts Buildings and Condruction
Adviser.

Staff and Trustees of the Barons' Courts and Arts Festival Society - Jane Bonnar, MA
(Hons) Edinburgh in Scottish Higoricd Studies, is the Director of the Prestoungrange
Arts Fedtival Society, and Executive Director of the Baron Courts at large.  Anne Taylor
is Generd Manager of the Baron Courts.

Sylvia Burgess BAdmin M is the Baon Sageend and Mahew Wills Yr. of
Prestoungrange BA MBA ACA the Baron Ballie and Procurator Fiscd. Mathew  together
with Gordon, the Baron of Prestoungrange, BA DMS M MPhil PhD, Julian, the Baron
of Dolphindoun BSc MS PhD and The Lady of Presoungrange conditute the Courts
board of trustees as a charity in Scotland.



