PRESS RELEASE
CANADIAN LINKS WANTED FOR GIANT SCOTTISH TAPESTRY PROJECT

A Scottish arts organisation is looking for people in Canada with family connections to Scotland who would like to take part in a project to create a massive international embroidered tapestry.

Two of the project team are spending the next two weeks (1 – 14 September) in Canada meeting with organisations across the country to learn more about local Scots connections.  But they are very keen to hear from other groups and individuals as well.

Over the next two years the Scottish Diaspora Tapestry will form partnerships with 25 countries around the world where Scots migrated to over the centuries.  They want to use the stories of these emigrants, as told by the communities where they settled, to create up to ten 50 cm sq tapestry panels from each place.

Once the designs have been agreed by everyone the panels will be embroidered in Canada, so volunteers are also needed to help with the stitching.   Clubs and societies can take part, as can individuals and small groups of friends.  Embroidery experience is not essential, as there will be lots of online guidance.

Yvonne Murphy, one of the co-ordinators who is visiting next week, said: “We are really excited to be in Canada and  are really looking forward to finding out more about the Scots who came here and what happened to them when they arrived.

“Scots came to Canada in such huge numbers that there should be no shortage of great material to chose from and hopefully we will also find lots of people interested in helping with the embroidery as well.  

“As the project progresses we hope that other arts groups will also get involved.  We’d love to have activities like storytelling, drama, music and dance happening alongside the tapestry to really bring the stories told in the panels alive.”  

In 2014 Scotland is hosting a ‘Year of Homecoming’, and the Scottish Diaspora Tapestry will form one of the highlights of the yearlong programme of celebrations.

Ms Murphy continued: “In early 2014 all the tapestry panels from around the world will be brought together in Scotland, ready for a massive party to mark the occasion.  We obviously hope that lots of the people involved in creating the panels will come with them and join in the celebrations.

“We also want to help foster links with communities in Scotland, so that they can play host to the panels from their ‘twin’ town in the Diaspora.”

The organisation behind the project is the Prestoungrange Arts Festival, based in Prestonpans, just to the east of Edinburgh.  They are the team behind another massive tapestry, the 104-meter-long Battle of Prestonpans Tapestry which was completed in 2010 by over 200 volunteer stitchers around Scotland.

Taking its inspiration from the famous 11th century Bayeux Tapestry in France, the Battle Tapestry shows scenes from the early campaign of Bonnie Prince Charlie and his Jacobite army in 1745.

The Prestoungrange Arts Festival already has close links with Canada.  Its hometown of Prestonpans has taken the Vancouver Island community of Chemainus as its inspiration and has used the arts, and particularly the painting of murals around the town, to boost its flagging economy.  The centre of Prestonpans also boast a huge totem pole, made from a giant redwood log donated by Chemainus and carved by a team of First Nation craftsmen from British Columbia.

To contact the Scottish Diaspora Tapestry team visit the project website at www.scottishdiasporatapestry.org or find them on Facebook.
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Further information from:

Yvonne Murphy, Tel: (+44) 770 888 4233
Kristine Cunningham: kcunningham@blueyonder.co.uk 
