PETITION TO EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 
1st Annual Report on Progress

Subject of Petition:    The Better Conservation, Interpretation & Presentation    

                                     of the Battle of Prestonpans 1745

Specifically our Petition asked:

1. That East Lothian Council, by Resolution of the full Council, gives similar support to that already accorded by the Scottish Government to the Trust’s proposal to create a Living History Centre at Meadowmill – ‘This Council strongly supports the initiatives taken by the Battle of Prestonpans [1745] Heritage Trust in association with Prestonpans Community Council for the more effective conservation, interpretation and presentation of the Battle including its plans to create a Living History Centre at Meadowmill and will give all such support as it reasonably can alongside the Scottish Government to help the Trust and the Community Council achieve their goals.’ *Agreed in Cabinet and on report to Council but as relating to Plan B discussed below.
2. That East Lothian Council agrees to lease to the Trust or such body as may subsequently be mutually deemed most proper to manage the Centre, the Battle Bing and immediately surrounding lands, for a peppercorn rent;*overtaken in part by Plan B discussed below.
3. that for the immediate future East Lothian Council will designate a single one of its senior officers to be the ‘key linker’ with the Trust; * Tom Shearer, Head of Wellbeing, was designated with 4 meetings to date.
4. That within the next twelve months East Lothian Council will undertake and sustain the following activities that, as interest in the Trust’s ‘Dream’ continues to mount, will make its success more likely, viz:

· create/ amend street signage to the Battle Bing including signage on the A1; *pending
· create an interpretation board at the foot of the Bing; *pending
· refurbish the interpretation boards at the summit of the Bing; *pending
· clear the woodland area of all litter; *addressed
· place new litter bins and ensure regular collections at the foot of the Bing; *pending
· repair the posts and chains that surround[ed] the obelisk to Colonel Gardiner close by Bankton House and ensure the grass there is regularly cut. *grass cut but post/ chains pending
5. That, as plans for the development of Blindwells community proceed with Scottish Coal and other parties, East Lothian Council will ensure that its developers shall give formal and appropriate recognition of the Riggonhead Defile [i.e. street naming and sculpture] along which the Prince’s Highland Clans advanced overnight prior to their attack on September 21st 1745. *Trust’s views registered and ‘keep-watch’ advised
6. That as circumstances evolve in respect of Scottish Power and  Cockenzie Power station, East Lothian Council will ensure that any and all aspects of the Battle’s conservation that may be extended shall be given proper opportunity so to do including the Waggonway and its final approaches to Cockenzie. *some progress re Waggonway interpretation. Letter of support from ELC submitted to HLF.
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Consequential Outcomes of Petition during 2010 
1. Discussion at the Petitions Committee included the beginning of debate on the best feasible location for the Living History Centre, since the Battle Bing at Meadowmill would prove extremely expensive and in part conflict with sports proposals close by. The Trustees had already themselves begun to consider the town’s Heritage Museum provided: [a] that there was a roll out, high quality plan for the totality of the Heritage Museum site; and [b] that the Battle Bing/ battlefield per se/ Riggonhead Defile/ Waggonway/ pattern of 18th century agriculture were also carefully preserved and interpreted. Whilst the Heritage Museum is more than a mile from the battlefield it has distinct synergetic advantages not least for repeat visits and ease of access.

2. East Lothian Council has during the year agreed that the Battle Trust can seek funding to restore and adapt the former Miners’ BathHouse and construct a high quality circular pavilion close by to house The Prestonpans Tapestry – which latter artwork has burst onto the national scene since July 26th with great and continuing acclaim. [Initial architect designs appear in the PROSPECTUS.]
3. Engineering studies have shown that the concrete structure of the BathHouse is fit for the intended use and quantity surveyors have concluded that restoration there and pavilion construction can be achieved for £4.37m. Earlier estimates of interior interpretation suggest a grand total of £7m will be necessary to create a world class facility – in comparison with £18m at the Battle Bing. Furthermore, updated tourism potential assessments suggests visitor numbers well in excess of 100,000 per annum can be expected most especially when multiple attractions to other aspects of the Heritage Museum are properly presented e.g. the beam engine, pit steam and diesel engines, pottery including brick making and archaeology together with Prestonpans salt making, Fowler’s microbrewing and embroidery.
4. To advance its campaign the Trust has lately launched a charitable Appeal for £2m in private donations – publicised at all exhibitions and displays of the Tapestry which has already seen more than 12,000 visitors. It will continue touring from 2011 both nationally and internationally. As significantly the Trust has prepared its PROSPECTUS FOR THE NATION [copies attached] seeking £5m of the putative £7m from public funds howsoever, including HLF/ EU. The Trustees have been heartened by the very recent gift by government of that sum to the National Trust at Bannockburn and the earlier substantial grants of twice that sum to Culloden. A Petition has also now been tabled at the Holyrood Parliament seeking its support for the campaign and coincides with a ‘private’ Exhibition of the Tapestry there.
5. By Spring 2011 the Trust expects its adviser, Darren Barker, working in partnership with East Lothian Council, to have created the first drafts of a Stage 1 Application to HLF for the entire Heritage Museum renaissance – being a roll out across all the heritage dimensions identified. As indicated at the outset, the Trust believes that it would be unwise of them to proceed at the Heritage Museum site without such a gestalt commitment in place. To this end a grant-in-aid to the Trust of £10,000 is sought and the Trust would wish to encourage ELC to try and seek a means to secure a £10,000 grant contribution.
