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THE BATTLE OF PRESTONPANS

If I face them deil break my legs,
So I wish you a’ good morning.” Adam Skirving

From George II’s point of view this was the worst news ever.
What to do now? England had practically no troops to fight
with if the Scots came south. All were busy fighting the
French. Then, worse still, a Franco-Jacobite alliance was
signed at Fontainebleau three weeks after the Battle of
Prestonpans. The news of Charles’ victory had been secretly
sent to Paris and France, nay, Spain, France and all their allies
were jubilant. The end of the usurpers, ‘the idiot race, to
honour lost, who know them best despise them most’, to
quote Burns, was nigh. Prestonpans had proved that Scotland,
even though Charles was not fully in control of all of it, was
still to be reckoned as a military power in her own right. The
Auld Alliance was alive and well. With the restoration of the
Stewarts, France’s war against Britain and most particularly
England, would come to an end, as would the wars of the
Austrian succession, for lack of monetary backing. British
interference in French interests in both India and Canada would
abate. Moreover, the Union of 1707 had come to an end.

“He came down to the Stirling plain in September, and at Prestonpans his terrible
swordsmen scattered the only Government army in Scotland”. Nineteenth-century
Jacobitism bere re-fights the battle. (North Britons, p. 299)
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