


BANKTON HOUSE

The Lothian Building Preservation Trus! is embarking on the restorafion
of Colonel Gardiner's House at Bankton, Prestonpans.

SIGNIFICANCE
Bankton House is one of 2 remarkable group of houses at Prestonpans that show
the evolution of Scottish architecture up 1o the age of classicism. Preston Tower,
a C15 fortified tower with 2 Renaissance house on top; Northficld House, a C16
Tower House with bartizans; Hamilton House, a C17 double L-plan house; and
Bankton, circa 1720. This house is designed geometrically. The back and front
are symmelrical and similar, and the two gables are similar. The decoration of
worked stone bands and the fantastic tall curly gables, a wall head gabie to light
the attic, arise from functional clements. These were features well known to Col.
Gardiner from his campaigns under the Duke of Malborough in Holland and the

As well as the House being symmetrical, so was the layout, with the long straight
flanking walls tenminating at the west in the doocot with a vaulted undercroft,
and al the east in the belvedere which the Trust are rebuilding. The doocot also
completes the story of the three types of doocol: the bechive at Northficld, the
lectem at Preston Tower, and the tower type used as a decorative element at
Bankton. All will be open 1o the public.

THE PROPOSALS
Bankton House is being divided into four houses: 2 two-floored 3 bedroomed
dwellings, and 2 three-floored 3 bedroomed dwellings on the upper floors. The
proportions, elements and fittings will all reflect the quality of the House. Nota
Velux skylight, a stovepipe or an acrial will be seen.

The steading will be used for garages and stores, with a large 4 bedroomed house
in the granary to the south. The houses will be for sale in 1993,

THE FINANCE
The Trust are co-operating with British Coal who transferred the property (0
them, and are very grateful for grants from Historic Scotland, East Lothian
District Council, The Countryside Commission for Scotland and the Edinburgh
Greenbelt Trust, and for loans from the Architectural Heritage Fund and the
Bank of Scotland to enable them to restore this "comely housc” and its interesting

landscape.
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