The Hon. Colonel James Gardiner of
Bankton House, Prestonpans, emerged
from the Battle in 1745 as a truly well
remembered and heroic figure
notwithstanding that he fought for the
Hanoverians and died on the field of
battle on September 215t

He had in Dr Philip Doddridge of
Northampton and extraordinary admirer,
and it was perhaps the more surprising
because Philip Doddridge waﬁs himself
an outstanding figure in 18t century
Northampton history. On learning of
James Gardiner’s death he preached a
memorable but unrecorded sermon but
avowed then that he would write a much
more extensive appreciation as soon as
he could have accessed to the Colonel’s
papers and to word of mouth accounts
of the battle itself. By 15t July 1747 his
manuscript was completed and published
shortly afterwards. The extracts given
here are taken from the 1807 New
Edition and provide (i) his Dedication to
the Colonel’s son David Gardiner serving
with Sir John Cope’s Regiment of
Dragoons; (ii) the first pages explaining
the rationale for publishing a record of
‘Some Remarkable passages in the Life
of the Hon. Col. J Gardiner’; and finally
the concluding pages 165/ 186 which
tell of the battle and the Colonel’s state
of mind as he joined it and died.
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DAVID GARDINER, ESQ.

. 0 Cornet in Sir Johw'@ape's Regiment of
| o o
M Dragoons.
e S S e

"‘ Dean St ?

| ‘_.g,_;.WHl'LE my henrt is following you with
a teuly paternal solicitnde throngh' all the
-g&qngers of military life, in which yoo are
thas carly engaged, anxious for your sufety
L amidst the instruments of dedath, and the ;‘.[’qu;
« more dangerons allurements of vice, I feel a
I,-.J-,'-t.%;_nnu]inr pleasure, in being ‘uble at length,.
though afier such long delays, to put into
Syour bands the memotrs with which 1 now
present you. They contain, many particu-
lars, which would bave been worthy of your
coatlentive notice, had they related to a per-,
..:Eig‘qu of the most distant nation or age: but,
ithey will, I deubt not, command your pe-
« senliar regard, as they are facred to the me«,
Smory of that excellent man from whom you
- had the honour to derive your birth, and by
-_;.I;'t_rhusu generous and affectionate care you
i o :
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tlon of divine grace,

iy DETIUATION,

have been lnid under all the ebligations
which the best-of futher's could confer on a
waost beloved son,

Here, Sir, vou see a Gentleman, who,
with all the advantoges of a libeeal and ve-
ligious cduention, added 1o cvery natural
neeomw plishment that coold render bim most
uoregable, entered, belore he bad attaimed
the stature of o man, ouw those arduous and
gencrons services o which you are devoted,
and bebaved o them with a gallantcy and
eovvage which will always give o splendor
to hig name amony tlie British soldiery, and
render him an’ example to gll officers of Lig
rank, Dot alas! amidstall the intrepidity
of the mertial Here, you see him vanquish-
ed by the blandishmenis of ‘pleasures, and’
in chase of it plunging himself into follies'
and vices, for which no want of education’
or genjus could have been a sofficient ex<'
cuse.  You behold hio orging the jgnoblel
did fatal pursuit, vomoved by the térrors

which deuth was continually durting around .

Bim, and the most sigpal delivernnces by
which providedes again and again rescued.
him from those terrors, Ul atlength he was?
reclaimed by an ever-meniorable interposi-
Then wyou have the’
pleasare ol seeing bim beeome in' food’
carnest # colvert fo Christianity, dod by
speedy ndvances crowing up inte’ one of ity

Jiightest  ornawents ; Lis wind eontinivally’

his {:uuutr}'.i'

DEDTCATION, ¥

filled with the great ideas which the gospel
of onr Redeemer sugaests, and bringing the:
blessed influence of its sublime principles
into every relation of militwry and eivil, of
public and domestia life,. You thace him
persevering in a stendy and woilorw course
of poodness through a long secies of honoor-
able und prospérotié years, the delight of all
that were so bappy as 1o know him, anod, in
his sphere, the niost faithful guardian of
il at last, worn out’ with
Handutable labours;, dnd broken with in-
firmities which they hud hasteagd upon him'
boforg the time, you gee him forgetting them
at once at the call of duty and providence ;'
with all the gencrous ardour of his most vi-
gorous days rushing on the chemies of reli- .
gion and liberty, sustaining their shock witho
the most deliberate’ fortitude, when deserted
by those that shodld bave supporied him; |
and cheerfully saciificing the little remaing:
of w'martal life in the triumphany views of a
glorious immortality, ' .
This, Sir, i the noble object T prasent to -
youriview and o will, 1 hope, fiv your
eyelcontinually uponin and will never allow

youggelf for one day o furget that thisiillua-,

v imng is Colonel ' Gardiner; yqor evers
hdirﬁiﬁﬁﬁ:l' fathier, Jwho having approved his
fidelity to the death, and received o gtown,
ofilife, acems, as it were, by whab ygu here
readyito e calling! out to you sfromthe .



DEDICA TION.

cloud of witnesses with which yow ere sur-
yonnded, nnd gr}:rmg you, by every ;ﬁ’gtmr-
ous, tender, ;|:i]m EE-:IHIIIIZL]HIJ.I:, to mark the
footsteps of his l'.;hn.s-lmn race, and streno-
ougly to maintain that combat where the
victory is thro’ divine gracé certain, and the
-prige an etornal kingdom in the heavena,
My hopes; Sir, that all these powerful
motives will especially have their full ef-
fiency on you, are greatly encouraged by
the certainty which I have of your being
well gequainted with, the evidence of Chris-
tianity Lo, its full extent; a eriminal igno-
. rance:of which, in the midst of great ad-
vantages for learniog them, leaves o many
of our young people a prey to Deiam, and
g0 to vice and roin, which generally bring
up ite rear,. My life would be, & continua
burthen to me, if I.had not a conseicusness
insthe sight of God, that during the years in
which' the important trust ef your edoca-
tion was commitled to my cargy I had Jaid
biefore you the proofs both of natural and re-
vealed religion, in what T assuredly esteem
to be, with regard to the judgmeént, if they
arecarefully examined, an irresistible light;

vi

and that L hed endeavoured to attend them.

with: those addresses which might be most
likely to impress your heart. Y ob have not,
dear Sir, forgotten, and I am confident you
catnever entirely forget, the assiduity with
wiiich 'l 'have laboured to form your mind,

DEDICATION, T

not.only to what might be ornamental to
you in human life, but sbove all, to a irue
taste of what is really excellent, and an
early contempt of those yvanities by which
the generality of our youth, Espuu_iﬂllj in
your swation are debased, enervared. and
undene. My private as well as public ad-
dresses for this purpose, 1 koow, will be re-
membered by you, and the tears® of ten-
derness with wlhich they-have so ofien been
aceompanied : and may*ihey be so remem-
bered. thulithey who ure most tenderly con-
cerned maybe comforted under the {1:15 of
sueh antinestimuable friend as Colonel Gar-
diner, by seeing that his character, in all
1ts most amiable. and splendid parts lives
m you; and that how difficult soever it may
be to act up 10 thar height of expecia-
tion with which the eyes of the world will
be fixed on the son of such a futher, you
are in the strength of divine grace, attempt-
g it, atleast are following him with generous
emulation, and with daily solicitude, that
the steps may be less unequal. .
Mav the Lord God of your father, and,
T will add, of both your pious and honoir-
‘able parents, animate your heart more and
more with such views and sentiments as

ithese ! May we puard vour life amidst
jevery scene of danger, to be a protection
mnd bIE-'EI!EIIg to those that are }Eﬂt'unﬂurn;
and may §E give you, in some far distans
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when he was slain in defence of those liler-
ties, which God then by so great a provi-
dence rescued from  utter destruction, i e.
on Sep. 2lst, 17435, he was nged 57 years,
# months, and 11 days, .

5 The annual return ofhis birth-day was
aobserved by him, io the latter and better

vears of his life, in o manner very different

from what is commonly practised ; for, in-
stend of making it a day of festivity, [ am
told, he rather distinguished it as a geason
of more than ordinary limiliation before
God; bothin commemoration of those mer-
c¢ica which he received in tho first opening
of life, and nnder an affectionate sense, as
well as of his long alienation from the great
nythor and support of his being, as of the

. et hich he lamented, in
many imperfections which he lamented, :

the best of his days and services.

9. 1 have not met with many things ro-
markable, concerning the earliest yehrs of
his life anly that Lis mother took eare to in-
struct him with preat tenderaess and affec-
tiop, in the principles of true christianity.
He was also trained up in human literature

nt the scheol at Linlithgow, where he made

a vory considerable progress in the langua-

ges. [ remember to bave heard him quore

some passages of the Latin Classics very
pertinently ; though his employment in life,
and the various turns which his mind took

nnder different impulses in succerding yearg, |

4

prevented him from cultivating such sta-
dies, _ ; WA

10. The good efferts of his Mather’s pru-
dent and exemplary care, were notso conspi-
cuous as she wished and hoped, inthe young-
er part of her son’s life ; yet there s grent
reason to beleive, they were:mot entirely
Jost.  As theéy were probably the vccasion,
of many convictions, which inb his younger
yoars Were gver-vorne ; 50 . Lodoubt not,
that when religioos impressions took that
strong hold of his. heart, which they after-
wards did, thot stock of knowledge which
lindd Lieen so early laid up.in his mind, was
found of considerable service, And T have
heard him moke the observation, as an en-
covragement to, parents, and other pious
friends, to do their duty, and to hope for
those good econsenuences of it which may
not immediately appear.

1. Could his mether, o a very religious
aunt, (of whose good instructions and ex=
hortations 1 bave often’ heard. him speak
with pleasure,) have prevailed, be would not
lave thought of a milivary life ;- from which
it is no wonder, these ladies endeavoured
to dissuade him, eonsidering the mouraful
experience they had of the dangers attends
ingr i, and the dear relotives they hnd lost
alreudy by it.  But it suited his-taste ; and
the ardour of his epivit, animated by the

“persuasions of a friend who greatly urzed it



