LA TAPISSERIE DU PRINCE ET DE PRESTONPANS

Vaudeville theatre after Bayeux for Emperor Napoleon I, La Tapisserie de la Reine Mathilde, Paris 1804

Scripted by John Lindsay

SCENE 1:
A KITCHEN SOMEWHERE - IN SCOTLAND OR DIASPORA

[PROPS:  Table, (doubles for ironing board). Old flat iron i.e. no cord, old shirt, mock tapestry panel, mock cooker, soup pot and dishes. Guitar.]

[CAST:  Narrator [as suits e.g. William the Conqueror], Husband - Stitch Widower - (Tom Ewing) and Stitcher Wife (Adele Conn)]

Narrator introduces himself and sets the scene of former domestic bliss where a typical stitcher’s husband is obliged to make do for himself while wife concentrates on the REAL THING!

Husband is groaning and trying to iron a shirt.

H. “Look, I cannae dae this right Jean....can ye no give’s a hand wi’ ma shirt?”

W. “No John!   Ye’ll just have tae learn tae cope yoursel’,at least ‘til I’ve done my stitching!”

H. “Hech!  There’s no end to this tapestry business! I’m fair starvin’ Jean....any chance o’ some o’ that home made broth then....I cannae MULTI-TASK like all you wummen, ye ken!”

W. “Oh allright then, but ye’ll have tae let me get on IN PEACE wi’ the stitching!”

She gets up, still holding the stitching and takes a pot (of coloured water) from the stove but lets it slip from her hands onto the floor.

W. “Now look what ye made me do, John! Soup’s off the menu... You’ll just have to go for a burger AGAIN!”

H.  “B’Jings! I’m fair getting fedup wi’ carry-out food...and all because o’ this tapestry o’yours! In FACT –listen tae this- I’ve even written a song called :- “THE TAPESTRY BLUES”.

H. sings it and Narrator invites audience sympathy applause! 

N.  “Perhaps a scene not untypical of stitchers’ homes, everywhere!”

SCENE 2:  MOVERS ‘N SHAKERS 
[PROPS: Throne, Bishop’s robes and mitre. Bugle. Camera.]

[CAST:-Narrator, Bishop Odo (Andrew Crummy).Progress chaser/ photographer (Gillian Hart), Baron of Prestoungrange as eminence gris in background, (Kelly Ross) as nubile Lady Comforter for Bishop.]

N. Introduces the company. Some trouble identifying the Eminence Gris.

“Aha, it’s Bishop Odo of Bayeux fame reborn, is it not?”

“The man behind the tapestry, AND, if I’m not mistaken, in the background there it’s none other than Monsieur Le Baron Eminence Gris, if my eyes serve me well!” 

Baron bows and smiles.

“This calls for a fanfare!”

Blows bugle and shouts:
“SPEAK, BISHOP! HERE’S YOUR CHANCE! SPEAK”  

But at same time I hold up a large sign which saying:
 JUST IGNORE HIM, AS USUAL!

B.  Rises from throne and improvises something pompous, tedious and 

unnecessary about all the stitching...

HE IS IGNORED, hopefully, by audience which continues to talk amongst itself.

Another Bugle Blast. Progress chaser/ Photographer  introduces herself:

P. “Hello everybody! I’m supposed to be your progress chaser...sending wool out and retrieving the panels.....and it hasn’t helped having no address list and only 50% of you stitchers with computers.”

P. “I’m coming down among you now to collect pictures and profiles for the tapestry book Eminence Gris wants. And I’ll be wanting to know whether any of you know anything about a mysterious BLACK SHEEP, as I’ve had a number of complaints about the black wool I sent out.”

P. “And by end of May or is it June I want all your finished panels here for blocking and photography”.

Progress chaser/ photographer disappears down amongst the stitchers in the audience.

Bishop Odo still sitting, looking very fed up!
N. “No wonder Bishop Odo looks fed up! He’s NEVER been able to get the stitchers’ attention as they’re always all to busy discussing the stitching! Never mind Bishop! Life sometimes has its compensations!”

Lady Comforter walks on

N. “Well Helloo!”

Lady Comforter ignores Narrator, looks down on the stitchers, then turns her attention to the Bishop.

LC: [shouting] . “Wheesht everybody! 

“Oh this is UTTER CHAOS!”

LC turns to Bishop.
LC. “Oh Hello! Have you got anything to do with the tapestry?”

B. “I’ve got nothing at all to do with the tapestry!”

LC.  “Aw, poor soul! Never mind! Just come along with me and I’ll teach you a thing or two about stitching!”

Bishop Odo shows no reluctance to leave indeed shows every sign of looking forward to tarrying with Lady Comforter  awhile amongst the tapestry panels.

They exit together.

Narrator again attempts to blow his bugle for attention. 

Once gained he suggests the Bishop deserves much solace as he attempts to manage the creation of the tapestry to coincide with the opening of his new cathedral at Bayeux.

N. [continuing]  “Yet I do believe the Bishop would have also wanted to express his thanks to all the stitchers even if they have neither time nor inclination to tarry with him awhile.”

[Narrator then recites his Eulogie] 
Our hearts are young

Who launch this mighty work -

A tale of war 

Stitched by these gentle folk.

I know the Lord approves

Such art as this  -

It shows the human spirit

At its best - hard work,

Faith, Hope Ambition

And the rest

Of many virtues I’ll note here.

Two hundred crests for merit

And as many for humility;

Ten score bright stars

For hard work and integrity!

And now the work is done

The nation’s wealth

Is increased in good measure

And doubly so the glory of the Prince

Whose greatest undertakings

You have crafted.

May yours be joyful dignity evermore

Whose generous souls 

Have sewn this noble treasure!

Gay, shrewd and hardy then

Are your good kind 

And I salute your values

With my heart and mind!

After the Eulogie Narrator bows, continuing:

N. “Well dear Stitchers all, you’ve probably guessed who’s on next! I do believe your Prince is about to arrive!”

SCENE 3:  OUR PRINCE IS COME

[CAST. All previous + piper, fiddlers & dancers] 

[BPC]Prince enters, PIPER dancers musicians and Clan warriors in attendance.

N. “His Royal Highness Prince Charles, Regent of Scotland.

“Cheers for Bonnie Prince Charlie”.

BPC.  “Magnificent art work [continues with speech of praise and thanks, exuding benevolence and restraint, makes  tour of inspection of the work, making comments.”

BPC.  “Now I invite our Court Chanteuse to lead you all in song to celebrate this great day!”

[a selection of appropriate pre Prestonpans Jacobite songs are sung and dancing may be included. If a ceilidh is planned it now continues …..]

BPC. “Last word must go today however to our Poet Laureate. He tells he has one short and final poem for us all”

N: “Your Highness, ‘tis my great pleasure” [continues with closing poem In Woven Strands of History]

The heritage of this great work

Will be our stitchers’ legacy

It tells of loyalty and of faith

In woven strands of history.

Romance, devotion love and war-

The keynotes of this great creation-

Will stand the scrutiny of time-

A major treasure for our nation.

A Prince’s Hopes- and Victory too

The warp and woof he shares with you 

And some thats here would follow him still

So welcome, Royal Charlie.

“And oh, but you’ve been lang o’comin’,

Lang, lang, lang o’comin’

Oh but ye’ve been lang o’comin’

Welcome royal Charlie!”
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